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FINANCIAL  REPORT 
JANUARY  31,  1988 


LOVE  LETTER  No.  115  Feb,  1988 


Net  bank  balance  11/30/87 

Add  Income: 

Dues  collected 
jpLerest  on  bank  account 


X 1 , 227 . 00 
1 2 . 08 


i 1 ,375. IB 


1 ,239.08 


Less  Expenses: 

A.N.A.  dues 

LL&114  (printing/postage) 


.f  25 

cr-  n 
wJ-L. 


00 

50 


77.50 


Net  bank  balance  1/31 /BB 
Less  F’l  ague  Fund: 

Net  General  Fund  1/31/88 


$2 ,536. 76 
1 00 . 00 


.12 , 4  38. 76 
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MEMBERSHIP'  REPORT 

Membership  at  11/30/87 
New  members 

Membership  at  1/31/88 
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306 


*»##******«■** 


trcataEtsr. 

<wsr«*n It* 


Ler.  Over-cash 
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PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 


Our  reorganization  program  is  going  slow,  but  is  still  showing  progress.  In 
my  last  letter  to  you,  I  asked  for  volunteers  for  two  open  Regional  Directors. 

Edwin  McDonald,  P.  0.  Box  1323,  Pueblo,  Calif.,  81002,  has  volunteered  and  been 
appointed  Regional  Director  for  Southwest  Region  #6.  This  covers  the  States  of 
Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Hawaii,  New  Mexico,  and  Nevada.  We  still  need  someone 
for  the  North  Central  Region  #3,  covering  the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  South  Dakbta ,  and  Wisconsin.  I 
would  deeply  appreciate  a  volunteer  for  this  area. 

The  F.U.N.  show  in  Buena  Vista,  Florida,  was  really  enjoyable.  I  purchased 
a  number  of  love  tokens,  including  some  gold,  and  a  beautiful  complete  11  piece  love 
token  bracelet.  Anthony  Vigliotta,  of  Winter  Park,  Florida,  had  a  very  informative 

love  token  exhibit  at  the  show,  and  if  space  permits,  will  appear  elswhere  in  this 
Love  Letter. 

I  am  working  on  an  award  program  to  be  given  at  local  coin  shows  for  Love 
token  exhibits.  I  hope  to  introduce  this  program  at  aur  annual  meeting  in  July  in 
Cincinnati . 

In  the  last  Love  Letter  there  were  29  love  tokens  available  for  sale.  Nine  of 
them  are  still  available:  #21,22,  26,27,  31,37,38,  39,  and  42.  If  they  are  still 
unsold  by  March  15,  they  will  be  returned  to  the  owner.  In  the  meantime,  I  am 
planning  another  auction  to  follow  our  annual  meeting  in  July.  The  200  piece  lot 
I  referred  to  in  the  last  Love  Letter  will  not  become  available  until  late  April. 
However,  there  is  a  problem,  and  it  may  be  they  will  be  in  the  July  auction.  More 
about  this  lot  in  the  April  Love  Letter. 

Don't  forget,  if  you  are  looking  for  any  special  type  or  kind  of  love  token, 
please  let  me  know.  I  currently  have  a  list  of  such  snecial  wants  from  18  members, 
and  have  been  able  to  satisfy  some  of  their  needs.  I  have  access  to  a  dealer's  list 
of  some  200  pieces  that  he  is  willing  to  sell,  and  it  is  possible  that  you  could  be 
lucky! 


Until  my  next  message,  have  a  wonderful  Spring,  stay  healthy,  happy  hunting, 
and  keep  in  touch! 


Sincerely, 

Lloyd  L.  Entenmann 
President 


EXHIBITORS  WANTED  -  Most  regional  shows  have  exhibits. 

Even  the  club  shows  feature  displays.  LOVE  TOKEN 
collectors  should  contact  their  local  exhibit  chair¬ 
person  to  exhibit.  It  would  popularize  the  collecting 
of  LOVE  TOKENS  and  even  encourage  more  membership  in 


LOVE  TOKEN  EXHIBIT  AT  F.U.N.  SHOW 


At  the  F.U.N.  show  in  Buena  Vista.  Florida,  January  7  through  10,  member 
Anthony  Vigliotta  of  Winter  Park,  Florida,  entered  a  one  case  exhibit  on  love  tokens 
Numerous  kinds  and  types  of  love  tokens  were  displayed  with  a  discretion  of  each. 

A  picture  of  the  full  case  and  the  discretion  labels  are  shown  below.  As  there  was 
not  a  specific  Love  Token  class,  it  was  entered  in  the  "Tokens  and  Medals"  class. 
Even  though  he  did  not  get  an  award,  it  was  an  excellent  exhibit,  and  Tony  is  to  be 
congratulated  on  entering  a  fine  exhibit. 


tOVE  TOKENS- TRADITION  AND  VALUATION 


-DLFJN  IT.1Q.NL 


BACKGROUND 


.»  LOVt  VO* CW  NORMALLY  CONSISTS  Of  A  COIN  PLANCO  OR  POLISHED 
SMOOTH  A HU  THEN  ENGRAVED  ON  NAA1CO  MITHTNC  INITIALS 
II*  NONOCRAM I „  HA  It  OR  OTHER  MESSAGE  TO  THE  INTCNOEO 

RECIPIENT. 


EARLY  LOVE  TOAENS  ORIGINATED  IN  THE  EUROPEAN  COUNTRIES  ANO 
HERE  COINS  CUT  INTO  NI.AHT  SHAPED  PIECES.  INSCRIBED  N|TH 
SUITAALC  EXPRESSION  OP  LOVE  OR  AFFECTION.  CNoRA V | NC  OP 
LOVE  TO*ENS  CAME  TO  THE  UNITEO  STATES  SHORTLY  AFTER  THE 
CIVIL  NAR.  LOVE  TOKEN  ENGRAVING  BECAME  SUCH  AN  LKTCNS | VE 
TRADITION  THAT  IN  1909  PCOERAL  LEGISLATION  OUTLAHtO  THE 
MUTILATION  Of  COINS  ANO  THUS  ENUEO  THE  fAO  Of  LOVE  TOKENS. 


H, 

LOVE  TOKEN  TYPES 

LOVE  TOKENS  ARC  MADE  IN  NANT  0 1 f TE RENT 
forms  ANO  COIN  DENOMINATIONS .  SOME 
EXAMPLES  ARC  AS  fOLLOWSi 

COIN  DENOMINATION 

FOLLOWING  ARE  SOME  COIN  TYPES. 

MAJOR  1 T Y  OP  LOVE  TOKENS  WERE  MADE 

ON  SILVER  DIMES  Of  THE  SEATED 

LIRCRTY  TYPES. 

INDIVIDUAL  COIN 

SINGLE  INDIVIDUAL  ENGRAVED  COIN. 

PROVIDED  TO  RECIPIENT. 

LAPEL  PIN 

PIN  SOLDERED  TO  REVERSE  FOR 

PINNING  ON  LAPEL  OA  BLOUSE. 

NEC  KLACE 

COIN  LOOPED  OR  MOUNTCO  IN  BCSCL 

AMD  CHAIN  AOOEO  fOR  NECKLACE. 

BRACELET 

NUMEROUS  COINS  LINKCO  TOGETHER 
■TO  FORM  R  BRACELET 

LOVE  TOKEN  VALUATION  FACTOR 


2 

ENGRAVll 

HQ  FACTOR 

DETAIL  Of  ENGRAVING  A 
GENERAL  TYPE  CLASSIfl 

NO  WORKMANSHIP. 
CATION  AS  POLLOWS! 

rOLLONINC  ARE  SOME  OP  THE  PACTORS  ASSESSING  LOVE 
TOKEN  VALUE.  LIKE  MOST  ARTISTIC  PIECES,  VALUE  IE 
IN  THE  EYE  OP  THE  AtHOLOFN.  


ECWmaTVmFSSaGF  factors 


the  nature  op  the  engraving  or  message 

RtLoi*t0  OWT‘a  C01*'  CC"e(WU.  TYPES  ARE 


COIN  FACTORS 


The  COIN  DENOMINATION  ANO  OVERALL 
CONDITION  AND  GRADE  OP  THE  COIN 
ARE  SIGNIFICANT  PACTORS  IN  THE 
VALUE  OP  THE  TORCH. 


PLAIN 


SINCLC  FIGURE  OR  MONO, RAN  WITH  MO  EN¬ 
GRAVING  Of  BOAOCR  OR  DECORATION. 


fancy 


SINGLE  flCURE  OR  MONOGRAM  WITH  ENGRAVED 
•ORDER,  SCALLOPED.  FLORAL,  WREATH  OR 
OTHERWISE  DECORATCO. 


ELABORATE 


SINGLE  OR  MULTIPLE  PIGURCS.  DEEPLY  SET 
OR  OVE  ALAI 0  WITH  CMCAAVtO  HORDE  A  ANO 
WORK  DONE  WELL  IN  THE  PlCLO 


the  INITIALS  OF  THE  RECIPIENT  ARE 
ENGRAVED  ON  THEJIUKCN. 

name  or  messagf 

A  NAME.  TITLE  OR  SPECIAL  MESSAGE 
IS  ENV.RAVEO  ON  TOKEN. 


SCENIC 


TOPICAL  INACCS  SUCH  AS  SCENES. 
FLOWERS ,  RIRDS.  EMBLEM.  PEOPLE 
ETC..  ARE  ENGRAVED  ON  Tilt  TOKEN. 


GENlHAL _ 

LOVE  token  soc. 


INF  OfrMAHON 


society';- 


_ _  there  is  a  national  love  token 

POA  MEMBERSHIP  INFORMATION  MRITE  TOi 
l  I  til  tlNlWi 

lit)  Corn tu. 

AOOUKON  OR IU6 


standapd-love  tokfns 


•  ◦ok.  AUTHOR; 


OR.  SOL  TAYLOR 
P.0  901  S44S 

N.  MOLLVMGOO .  CA . 


EKCCLLENT  REFERENCE 


COIN  DENOMINATION 


DENOMINATION  Of  COIN  A  MAJOR  f ACTOR 
Of  VALUE.  SILVER  0 l ME  GENERALLY 
CONSIULKFO  MEDIAN  VALUE.  NORMALLY 

denominations  LESS  than  a  oimc  have 

LOWtN  VALUE.  AMO  NICHCA  DENOMINATIONS 
HAVE  A  CHEATER  VALUE. 


JL01N _ GRaPE 


THE  GENERAL  OVERALL  CONDITION  Of  ThI 
TORCH  AND  THE  GRADE  Of  THE  UN  EMCAAVCO 
SIDE  ANC  FACTORS  IN  TNC  TOKENS  V  tun 


Mr.  Lloyd  L  Entenmann 
130  Cornell  Road 
Audubon.  NJ  00106 
Tel.:  609-547-2857 


Q\ei  CP\uicLnt 
Judith  A.  Murphy 
P.0  Box  24056 
Winston-Salem,  NC  27114 
Tel  919-765-5335 


£jito\ 

Dr  Sol  Taylor 
P  O  Box  5465 
No  Hollywood.  CA  91616 


LOVE  TOKENS  FEATURED 

In  each  February  issue  of  COIN  WORLD  (this  year  Feb.  10  issue), 
there  is  a  feature  article  on  LOVE  TOKENS.  Also,  the  February, 

1980  issue  of  THE  NUMISMATIST  featured  an  article  by  Lloyd 
Entenmann  on  Love  Tokens. 

"HATE  TOKEN" 

Steve  Hopper  sent  in  a  drawing  on  a  half  dollar  of  a 
"love  token".  The  central  figure  was  a  coffin  and  above  it  a 
bottle.  Below  was  written  "I  hate  you"  and  above  it  the  name 
"Shinagahuf feller " .  A  similar  piece  was  sold  in  the  Gould 
sale  in  1977.  The  symbolism  most  likely  refers  to  a  loved 
one  whose  death  was  attributed  to  excessive  liquor  use. 


QUOTED 


BILL  WILLIGES  writes  a  Happy  New  Year  to  all  LTS . 

He  will  send  on  request  the  next  three  issues  of  his  token 
price  list  plus  a  free  token  honoring  his  25  years  in 
exonumia.  Send  to  WILLIGES,  PO  Box  1245,  Wheatland,  CA  95G92. 

MATERIAL  WANTED 

LTS  President  Lloyd  Entenmann  is  looking  for  permanent 
collections  which  include  love  tokens.  Write  if  you  know 
of  any  such  collections.  Often  small  libraries,  local  historical 
societies,  and  school  collections  include  exonumia.  Check 
around.  Then  let  Lloyd  know  what  you  found. 

NICKELS  WANTED 

Love  Tokens  on  nickels — shield ,  Liberty,  Buffalo, 

Jefferson  wanted.  Write  to:  Michael  Wescott ,  ANCA,  630 
Lewisham  Rd ,  Columbia  SC  29210. 

COMBINATIONS  WANTED 

Love  Tokens  made  on  other  tokens  or  encased  coins 
or  elongateds  made  into  love  tokens  wanted.  Write  to  Dr. 

Sol  Taylor  if  you  have  any  such  items.  Photos  ok.  Wanted 
for  private  collection  and  research. 

MEMBERS  CORNER 

Members  of  LTS  seeking  a  specific  name,  monogram,  or 
initial  should  contact  the  editor  to  have  his/her  wants  in 
the  next  issue.  Same  goes  for  any  specific  theme  item, 
date,  denomination,  etc.  One  LTS  collector  is  working  or. 
a  dated  love  token  dime  set!  Good  show. 


^^“"Clearinghouse 


Love  tokens  lasting  symbols  of  devotion 


By  Marilyn  Van  Allen 

Collectors*  Clear Inghotue  Editor 

Love  tokens  arc  a  timely  topic  In  Collcc- 
iors‘  Clearinghouse  around  Valentine  s  Day. 
uur  annual  “Love  Token"  feature  continues 
,i  tradition  started  by  Jim  Johnson  In  1964. 
U  e  thank  the  readers  who  supplied  us  with 
(he  ones  we  show  here. 

A  love  token  ts  a  coin  that  has  one  side 
smoothed  down  and  engraved  with  fancy  In¬ 
itials  and  borders,  a  name  and  sometimes  a 
date  commemorating  an  event.  Sometimes 
both  sides  of  the  coin  are  filed  down  and 
elaborately  engraved  with  scenic  art.  such 
as  ships  and  figures,  like  the  love  token  at 
the  top  of  the  page  at  right. 

bob  Wester,  a  love  token  enthusiast  from 
New  Hampshire,  sent  It  In  along  with  the 
story  that  follows: 

»0f  the  many  love  tokens  I  ve  seen,  the 
Imest  which  places  the  emphasis  on  irue 
love  resides  In  Ihe  collection  ol  Mrs.  Leater 
T'rtncq  ot  Raymond,  N.H.  This  love  token  Is 


smoothed  on  both  sides  and  according  to  Its 
reeded  edge,  Is  a  Spanish  8  reales,  which  Is 
silver  dollar-stzed. 

"The  obverse  shows  a  figure  ot  a  man  and 
woman  holding  hands.  Two  hearts  with  pi¬ 
erced  arrows  are  engraved  directly  above  i 
them  Inside  a  scalloped  edge  are  the  words 
WHEN  THIS  YOU  SEE  REMEMBER  MEE 
Isle)  Her  Initials  are  L.L.,  his  are  J  W 
"The  reverse  shows  a  sailing  ship  with , 
three  masts  and  an  English  flag.  The  ship  s 
name  Al/red  ts  engraved  below  It 
“1  would  tike  to  think  this  gentleman  was 
the  captain  or  an  officer  aboard  the  Alfred, 
and  gave  this  token  of  love  to  his  girl,  so  she 
would  never  forget  him  while  at  sea.  Most 
romantlcl 

"An  exhibition  of  love  lokens  was  held  at 
the  British  Museum  tor  Valentine's  Day  In 
1985  The  name  ol  the  exhibit  was  no  less 
than  'When  This  You  See.  Remember  Me,' " 
Each  love  token  Is  a  unique  work  ol  art, 
and  each  one  tells  a  different  story'-  H  *s  l*e* 
lie'  ed  that  Ihe  custom  of  love  lokens  started 
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ELABORATE  LOVE  TOKEN  tells  an  interesting  love  story. 


In  England  by  sailors,  then  spread  to  Ameri¬ 
ca.  The  oldest  love  token  reported  so  far  ts  a 
1707  Queen  Anne  half  crown  engraved  with 
three  initials  and  a  sword. 

Included  on  the  page  is  a  copy  of  the  offi¬ 
cial  membership  application  ot  the  Love  To¬ 
ken  Society,  founded  In  1972  by  Helen 
Moore  of  Florida.  Readers  interested  in 
mining  more  than  300  other  serious  love  to¬ 
ken  collectors,  can  dip  It  out,  fill  it  In  and 
mall  It  to  the  society  along  with  the  $10 

A  bi-monthly  newsletter  featuring  stories, 
poems  and  articles  Irom  other  publications 
and  members  is  mailed  to  ull  members. 
Two  slide  programs  about  love  lokens  and 
love  token  jewelry  donated  by  the  society 
are  in  the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion's  Visual  Library  and  may  be  borrowed 
to  show  at  meetings.  The  only  fee  Is  postage. 


FANCY  LOVE  SEAT  on  the  reverse  ot  an  1807  Draped  Bust  hall  dollar  shows  the 
name  IRA. 
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Mai  ti  Love  7ol.cn  Socie t'. 

Ler.  Overcast: 
PCI.  box  5969:* 

Chicago.  IK  «065f* 


INDIVIDUAL  MEMBERSHIP  is  S10  annually  and  includes  tne  otmomniy  newsletter 


ARTFULLY  ENGRAVED  love  token 
snows  tne  names  FRANK  and  HELEN 
on  me  ooverse.  The  name  CAP  i 
FRANK  L  LONG.  MANSFIELD.  CO  if 
encravec  on  tne  reverse  T  nt  oate 
1882  snows  a:  the  tep  c'  tne  shield 


LOVE  TOKEN  necklace  trorr.  GeorCi 
Little  of  Pennsylvania  is  maoe  up  Iron 
15  Sealed  Liberty  quarier  dollars  Ion- 
of  them  is  a  cut-out  com),  an  1 87- 
Seated  Lioerty  Dollar,  two  16a 
Capped  Bust  halt  dimes  and  an  tnoia 
Head  gold  dollar.  Tne  name  REBE1 
and  KERBIE  are  engraved  on  tv. 
coins.  Initials  apoear  to  read  HE. 
CL.  ECI.L  EP,  Jl/..  COt.'  EA  E5 
LBM.  LFC.  MAB  and  AP. 


February-  1988 
LOVE  TOKENS  FOR  SALE 


Bracelet  -  16  nicely  engraved  half  dimes  connected  with  links 
thru  2  holes  in  each  piece.  "Mary",  "Bird",  "Leo"  the  rest 
nice  script  monograms.  $100. 

Bracelet  of  silver  band  with  flourishes  engraved.  7  dimes  engraved 
"Clyde",  "Fred",  "Leander",  "Ethel",  "Bernice"  all  nice  XF 
coins,  PLUS  Bust  half  dime  1835  "Mother"  and  Canada  5<t  1888 
"Helen  Apr.  11  ’90"  all  coins  w'ith  edge  loops.  Nice  intact 
presentation  piece.  $100. 

Bracelet  silver  band  small  girl's  size  11  dimes  nicely  engraved: 
various  monograms  plus  Austrian  silver  shilling  1806  with 
script  mongram  engraved  in  shield  "AC"  or  similar.  Intact 
family  heirloom.  Worth  $100. 

1902  Barber  quarter  small  hole  Xr  (nice  type  coin)/  "Harold" 
with  zig-zag  designed  edgevork .  Nice  $15. 

1840  Large  Cent  with  le.rge  monogram  "FT"  or  "TF"  plain  field 
thick  rim.  SCARCE  TYPE.  $20. 

Canada  dime  Victoria  XF,  Rev.  Flying  bird  over  elaborate  "Fred" 
Nice  scenic  worth  $20. 

Mercury  dime  1943AU,  WWII  item,  holed  at  top,  Rev.  Jewish  star 
in  center  with  Hebrew  letters  *  '*711/  “  "I.  BENEDICKT" 

above  and  "CASABLANCA"  below.  Nicely  done.  $20. 

3Pc  pin  made  from  two  dimes  and  quarter  in  center.  Original 
pin  intact.  Coin  details  almost  worn  off.  25C  "Mizpah" 
dimes  "LFM"  and  "ELE"  fancy  style,  showpiece.  $45. 

PRICES  ARE  NET  POSTPAID.  To  order:  Indicate  which  item  you  select. 

Make  check  payable  to  SOL  TAYLOR,  P0.  BOX  5465,  N.  Hollywood,  CA 

91616.  Call  if  you  want  to  be  sure  you  get  the  piece  you  want- 

day,  818/505-9681,  evening  818/789-7805. 

r  r  r  tr  7T  ir  if 


.  .  T^,r  COIN  WORLD,  Wednesday,  September 21, 19S3.  .  ■  ■  '  •  -  ~.V  SI  - 


/‘  The  art  of  engraving  by  band,  demonstrated  by  antique  tools,  was  presented  by  Kenneth 
-  Hallenbeck,  left,  at  the  Love  Token  Soclety.raeeting.  Autencc  A-  Bason,  center,  officiated 
/  at  the  session.  Dr.  Sol  Taylor,  right,  is  publishing  a  handbook  and  guide  to  collecting  love 
tokens.  It  will  Include  black  and  white  photos. 


0\niJint 

Mr  Lloyd  L  Entenmann 
130  Cornell  Road 
Audubon.  NJ  08106 
Tel  609-547-2857 

-  C7i£Ulunl 
Len  Overcash 
P  0  Box  59699 
Chicago.  IL  60659 
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Qf\ct  O^XtuJtnt 
Judith  A  Murphy 
PO  Box  94056 
Winston-Salem.  NC  271 14 
Tel  919-765-5335 

Dr  Sol  Taylor 
P  0  Box  5465 
No  Hollywood.  CA  91616 


LOVE  TOKENS  FOR  SALE 

1861  Half  XF  with  original  pin  intact!  Exhibit  item.  Reverse 
eagle  remains  with  a  wreath  around  and  script  intials 
below  A  BEAUTY.  $25. 


1832  BUST  HALF  AG/G ,  nice  even  wear,  no  solder,  holes, 
dings,  etc.  Rev.  with  fancy  large  monogram  with  three 
letters  interlocked  "DAC"  or  "CAD"  or  *ACD"  .  $35. 

1871  HALF  \tj  solder  in  center,  Rev.  Fancy  edge  designs  with 
love  messagewith  floral  decorations,  "EJL  to  JL" .  Few 
dings.  $25. 


$1 


Gold  TYP  II  AG  date  "1854"  engraved  on  Obv.  Rev.  large 
Sea  Anchor  with  rope  wrapped  to  look  like  below: 


Initials  "DSW"  with  the 
S  larger  than  the  D&W . 

$95.00 


$5  GOLD  1881  loop  removed  from  edge,  polished  F,  Rev .  fane} 
rimwork  with  elaborate  interlocked  monogram  " CFE " .  Has 
been  worn  from  use.  Still  nice.  $150.00 


$ 2-j  GOLD,  Rev.  AG  two 
leafy  wreath  around 


solier  blobs,  Obv 
"J.T.K."  $90.00 


nicely  engraved 


1856  QUARTER,  Obv  two  solder  spots,  counterstamped  twice 
probably  by  the  jeweLer  "C.  THOMAS"  (makes  f?r  more  novel 
item).  Rev.  fancy  floral  wreath  with  "Mattie  .  ,~0. 

PS  Counterstamped  pieces  alone  worth  $20. 


1854  arrows  25C  oolished  pin  removed,  Rev.  floral  sprays 
above  &  below  "Nettie"  in  Gothic  style.  Nice  $18.00 


1851  dime 
"Via  ttie" 


fair  pin  removed, 
in  Gothic  letters 


Rev.  VF  floral  wreath  around 
Very  Nice.  $8.00 


1872  dime 
on  side, 
$16.00. 

1852  dime 


Fine,  Rev.  SCENIC!  Express  wagon  with  "EXPRESS" 
qeometr ic  designs  around.  1  small  hole  at  rim. 

AG  looped,  "Papa"  rev  within  thin  wreath.  $8.00 


Order  from  Dr.  Sol  Tavlor  P.0.  Box  5465,  N.  Hollywood,  CA  91616 
Call  after  6 ...  818/789-7805 . 


THE  LOVE  LETTER  February,  1988 


DON  A.  WILKINSON 
LTS  NO.  478 


This  article  is  about  one  of  ray  more  interesting  Love 
Tokens  featuring  an  oil  field  scene.  I  purchased  this  token 
at  Gordon's  Coin  S  Knife  Shop  in  Amarillo,  Texas  for  $10.00 
in  December  1986. 

The  token  has  a  reverse  showing  U.S.  quarter  dollar  of  1836 
to  1865  (no  rays)  vintage  and  shows  evidence  of  solder  spots  for 
a  pin.  The  obverse  has  a  scene  of  an  early  oil  well  rig  circa 
1860-1910.  I  had  the  coin  studied  by  Bennie  Wallace  of  Wallace 
Engineering,  Houston,  Texas.  Mr.  Wallace  declares  the  details 
in  the  token  scene  as  being  technically  accurate  for  that  period. 
Bennie  reminds  me  that  oil  was  first  discovered  and  produced  in 
Texas  in  1895.  He  describes  the  engraved  scene  as  follows; 

The  building  on  the  right  is  the  engine  house  where 
steam  is  generated  to  operate  the  steam  engine  which 
provides  belt  transmitted  power  through  the  wall  of 
the  building  to  the  bull  wheel.  The  bull  wheel  is 
connected  off  center  to  the  walking  beam  which  in  turn 
provides  the  up  and  down  motion  to  a  cable  connected  to 
the  down  hole  drilling  tool.  The  triangular  structure 
holding  the  walking  beam  is  known  as  the  Sampson  Post. 

The  up  and  down  motion  of  the  drilling  tool  plus  the 
weight  of  the  tool  loosens  the  dirt  down  hole  which  is 
retrieved  by  a  bucket  or  bailer.  In  those  days  a  well 
was  drilled  to  a  depth  of  approximately  25  to  100  feet. 

When  a  pocket  of  oil  was  reached,  the  oil  would  seep  or 
run  into  the  drill  hole. 

When  oil  was  reached  a  simple  plunger  type  pump  would  be 
placed  in  the  bottom  of  the  drill  hole.  A  pump  r.od  would 
be  attached  to  the  walking  beam,  which  would  give  the  up 
and  down  pumping  action. 

The  structure  over  the  well  is  a  wooden  derrick  and  was 
used  both  in  the  drilling  operation  and  later  to  service 
the  down  hole  pump.  The  rope  or  line  shown  dangling  on 
the  side  of  the  derrick  runs  through  the  sheave  or  pully 
at.  the  top  of  the  derrick  and  was  used  to  pull  out  the 
drilling  tool  and  bailer,  then  later  to  pull  the  pump  rods 
,  and  downhole  pump  when  repairs  were  necessary. 

I  wonder  what  oil  well  driller  or  oil  baron  had  this  token 
made  or  wore  it  through  the  years?  EIW  are  the  initials  under 
the  scene.  On  the  reverse,  the  initials  AB  are  crudely  inscribed 
in  the  area  on  either  side  of  the  eagles  head. 
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Net  bank  balance  1/31 /BB 

Add  Income: 

Dues  collected 

Proceeds-sal  e  o-f  love  tokens 
Interest  on  bank  account 


*2,536. 76 


*293. 00 
1 7 . 00 

20.99  +  330.99 


Less  Expenses: 

LL# 115  (pri nti ng/postage) 


*101.16 


101 . 16 


*2,766.59 

Net  bank  balance  3/31/8B 

Less  Plaque  Fund:  “  100. 0U 


Net  General  Fund  3/31/88 


*2,666. 59 
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MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 

Membership  at  1/31/88  306 

New  members 

Membership  at  3/31/88  -17 
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The  Love  Token  Society 

JOHN  CHERAMY 
CATHY  KLEIN 
PAUL  ORLOFF 
JOHN  REYNOLDS 


welcomes  the  Following 

DONALD  THOMPSON 
FRANK  FALBEY 
WALLACE  CALDWELL 
MIRIAM  CYRKIN 


new  members: 

LEE  RICHARDS 
RUTHANN  BRETTELL 
JEANNIE  ODOM 


PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 


One  of  the  important  things  that  has  happened  since  my  last  letter  to  you, 
is  that  a  new  Love  Token  Society  project  has  been  set  up.  It  will  be  administered 
by  the  ANA  Headquarters  staff,  and  is  funded  by  an  endowment  with  ANA  as  Trustee. 

When  all  the  mechanics  are  set  up  by  ANA,  they  will  make  a  public  announcement.  Any 
individual- Junior  or  adult-who  enters  a  love  token  exhibit  at  any  local  club  show  in 
the  United  States  or  Canada  will  be  elligible  for  an  Award  Certificate  from  the  Love 
Token  Society.  If  there  is  more  than  one  exhibitor  in  the  same  show,  the  award  will 
go  to  the  one  Judged  the  best.  The  Certificate  will  be  known  as  the  "Love  Token 
Society  Margaret  C.  Entenmann  Memorial  Award",  and  is  permanently  funded.  At  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Society  in  July  at  Cincinnati,  I  intend  to  ask  the  membership 
to  authorize  a  one  year  free  membership  to  accompany  the  award.  The  Society  needs 
publicity  and  new  members,  and  a  free  membership  will  not  cost  the  Society  very  much, 
and  will  be  an  excellent  potential  to  hold  a  recepient  as  a  regular  member.  Such  a 
person  has  already  displayed  a  sincere  interest  in  love  tokens,  and  should  be  encour¬ 
aged  to  keep  that  interest  alive.  If  you  do  not  plan  to  attend  the  annual  meeting 
during  the  ANA  July  convention,  I  would  appreciate  your  dropping  me  a  line  or  a  phone 
call,  to  let  me  know  your  thoughts  on  this  proposal. 

Our  July  annual  meeting  promises  to  be  a  very  busy  one.  It  will  be  held  on 
Friday,  July  22nd  in  room  226  at  2:00  p.m.  in  the  Cincinnati  Convention  Center.  The 
election  of  Officers  comes  up  at  this  meeting.  I  have  appointed  Autence  Bason  as 
Chairlady  of  the  Nominating  Committee.  Their  report  will  be  made  at  this  meeting  and 
will  also  be  published  in  the  June  Love  Letter.  If  there  are  no  additional  nominations 
from  the  floor  at  the  July  meeting,  the  By-Laws  authorize  the  Secretary  to  cast  a  unana- 
mous  ballot  for  the  nominees,  who  will  then  take  office  officially  as  of  January  1,  1989. 
The  Officers  to  be  elected  are:  President,  Vice-President,  and  Secretary-Treasurer. 

Any  one  wishing  to  nominate  a  member,  should  contact  Autence  at  P.  0.  Box  #21066,  Greens¬ 
boro,  N.  C.  27420,  or  make  the  nomination  on  the  floor  at  the  proper  time  in  the  meeting. 

Following  the  business  meeting  in  July,  we  will  hold  a  mail-bid  auction  of 
nearly  300  pieces.  At  this  writing,  there  are  included  35  love  tokens  donated  to  the 
Society  by  member  Paul  Whitnah  of  Phoenix,  Arizona,  for  which  we  are  deeply  gratful. 

The  balance  of  the  auction  will  consist  of  some  220  pieces,  including  some  gold,  which 
a  member  from  northern  New  Jersey  wishes  to  dispose  of .These  tokens  will  not  be  avail¬ 
able  for  cataloging  until  April.  Present  planning  is  that  the  catalog  will  be  mailed 
to  all  members  with  the  June  Love  Letter.  A  notice  will  also  be  sent  to  "Coin  World", 
"Numismatic  News"  and  "The  Numismatist"  inviting  everyone  to  participate  in  the  auction. 
Auction  rules  will  be  Included  in  the  catalog,  and  bidding  from  the  floor  will  be  accepted. 
If  you  have  any  further  questions  on  the  auction,  please  contcct  me. 

I  have  been  conducting  a  buy/sell  program  among  the  members,  and  to  date  have 
sold  some  100  love  tokens,  netting  a  profit  of  nearly  $50.00  to  the  Society.  I  still 
have  a  number  of  tokens  on  hand,  which  are  listed  elswhere  in  this  Love  Letter.  If  you 
want  any  of  them,  contact  me  as  soon  as  possible,  as  several  members  have  been  disappoint¬ 
ed  because  they  waited  too  long.  First  come,  first  served. 

The  book  on  the  history  of  love  tokens  is  not  progressing  very  fast.  Factual 
information  is  difficult  to  find.  I  need  everyone's  help!  I  am  getting  a  lot  of  re¬ 
quests  for  the  book  when  it  is  finished,  but  I  need  your  information  before  I  can  put 
it  together!  Please  send  me  whatever  you  have,  let  me  be  the  Judge  as  to  whether  it  is 
acceptable  or  not.  I  want  to  make  it  as  inclusive  as  possible,  including  types  of  en¬ 
graving,  grading,  types  of  coin  used,  etc.  I  anticipate  a  lot  of  disagreement  when  it 
finally  materializes,  but  that  is  the  only  way  we  can  get  to  a  common  understanding. 

Please  help  in  putting  this  worthwhile  projet  together.  Your  contributions  will  be 

fully  acknowledged. 


President' 6  Message 


April  1988 


Page  2 


Don't  forget  my  telephone  and  mail  slot  are  always  open  for  your  needs, 
questions,  comments,  suggestions,  etc.  I  am  still  trying  to  find  a  Regional  Director 
for  the  North  Central  Region,  comprising  the  States  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Nebraska,  North  Dakota,  Ohio,  South  Dakota,  and  Wisconsin. 
Please,  someone  from  this  area  volunteer! 

Sincerely,  and  affectionately,  your  President 


EXCEPTIONAL  LOVE  TOKENS  FOR  SALE 

The  following  photos  are  of  rare  and  unusual  pieces 
advertised  recently  in  the  numismatic  press.  The  two 
gold  pieces  shown  below  were  from  the  1986  FUN  auction 
held  by  Mid-America  Rare  Coin  Auctions.  The  prices  realized 
at  shown  below  the  two  pieces. 


55.  L904  Double  Eagle.  A  so-called 

appearing  to  pop  out  from  the  obverse  surfaces  in  extreme  relief. 
A  hinged  plate  has  been  placed  over  the  reverse.  The  engraving 
on  the  outside  of  the  plate  reads  "Presented  to  W.O.  Anderson  in 
recognition  of  distinguished  service  rendered  the  Western  Fruit 
Jobbers  Association  of  America  by  the  membership  Chicago  Jan 
19,  1927."  Inside  the  plate  is  an  engraved  portrait  (presumably  that 
of  Mr.  Anderson)  surrounded  on  either  side  by  a  wreath.  A  large, 
swing-type  loop  has  been  attached  at  the  top  of  the  coin  so  that 
it  may  be  used  as  a  jewelry  piece  or  as  a  watch  fob.  A  very  in¬ 
teresting  and  unusual  item! 

1  ot  2255  '"$750.00 


1944  Mexican  50  Pesos.  The  reverse  has  been  enameled  to  repre¬ 
sent  an  old  Spanish  Mission  with  a  blue  sky  above  and  a  tree  to 
the  left  It  reads  as  follows:  SISTER  HELEN  ROSAS  COMO  UN 
RECUERDO  DE  GRATITUD  DE  LA  FAM1LIA  ROSAS.  Quite 
attractive. 

Lot  2257  $450.00 


THDWE  TTOD  UPDATE  LOVE  TOKEN  POPULATION 

The  two  surveys  done  by  LTS  several  years  ago  was  probably 
the  first  attempt  to  define  how  many  love  tokens  there  are 
and  of  what  types.  LTS  members  are  asked  to  complete  the 
enclosed  form  and  send  it  in  for  tallying.  Your  name  is  NOT 
needed,  just  the  figures.  Who  really  knows  how  many  love 
tokens  there  are?  Or  even  what  kinds  there  are?  Assuming  LTS 
members  have  a  fair  percentage  of  the  love  tokens  in  existence, 
this  survey  would  be  helpful  in  gathering  some  data  on  the 
subject.  Your  cooperation  is  appreciated.  Please  send  in  the 
sheet  even  if  you  own  only  one  love  token. 
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*  plain  reverse,  engraved  1894 


If  you  are  interested  In  any  of  the  above,  please  call  or  write  Lloyd  L. 
Entenmann.  Upon  receipt  of  tokens,  payment  by  return  mail  trill  be  appreciated. 
Unsold  tokens  on  April  30th  will  be  returned  to  owners. 


•PUTTING  TOGETHER  A  LOVE  TOKEN  EXHIBIT 


Written  By:  Tony  Vigliotta 

Up  until  recent  years,  the  prime  objectives  of  my  Avocations 
in  Numismatics  and  Exonumia  was  to  assemble  collections  and 
accumulations  in  both  these  categories.  I  have  always  belonged 
to  a  Coin  Club  but  invariably  have  taken  a  somewhat  passive  role 
of  primarily  attending  meetings.  I  have  been  extrememly 
fortunate  as  relates  to  a  Coin  Club.  The  Central  Florida  Coin 
Club  is  the  Coin  Club.  The  club  is  what  a  Coin  Club  is  all  about. 

It  is  extremely  active,  150-200  members  with-approximately  50-75 
members  at  all  meetings.  Good  speakers,  auctions  and  financially  strong 
enough  to  sponsor  two  coin  shows  per  year.  After  15  years  of  being 
on  the  receiving  end  of  all  these  benefits,  it  finally  dawned  on 
me  that  I  should  carry  my  share  of  the  load.  I  initially 
started  by  writing  articles  on  Error  Coins,  then  exhibiting  my 
Error  Collection  and  most  recently  gave  a  talk  and  paper  on  Love 
Tokens  (in  last  issue  of  Loven  Token  Newsletter).  As  a  result  of 
these  endeavors,  I  figured  I  should  put  together  an  exhibit  on 
Love  Tokens  for  our  Local  Coin  Show. 

« 

The  greatest  problem  in  putting  together  any  exhibit  is  to 
establish  the  "Theme  of  the  Exhibit".  However,  whatever  the  theme, 
it  has  to  be  based  on  the  resources  of  your  collection.  In  my 
particular  case,  my  collection  in  Love  Tokens  had  always  been  a 
general  overall  collection  of  tokens  which  I  had  found  either 
attractive  to  me  or  were  within  my  budget  constraints  at  the  time. 
Therefore,  my  collection  was  a  broad  spectrum  type  without  specialty 
in  any  category. 

The  more  I  looked  at  my  collection  and  the  harder  I  studied 
Sol  Taylor's  booklet  on  "The  Standard  Guide  to  Love  Tokens",  the 
more  I  realized  that  my  exhibit  had  to  be  general  in  subject  matter. 
Since  my  talk  on  Love  Tokens  to  our  Coin  Club  had  clearly  demon¬ 
strated  that  very  few  people  are  aware  of  what  Love  Tokens  are,  my 
Love  Token  exhibit  would  have  to  be  educational  in  nature.  In 
addition,  questions  after  fry  talk  primarily  related  to  the  question 
"how  much  are  they  worth",  so  price  evaluation  was  also  a  prime 
factor  to  be  addressed.  Thus  my  exhibit  had  to  address  education 
and  cost  factors  of  LoVe  Tokens.  Having  established  the  essential 
ingredients  of  my  exhibit,  the  next  phase  was  to  come  up  with  a 
"catchy"  title  and  thus  I  settled  on  "Love  Tokens-Tradi tion  and 
Valuation" . 

Once  the  conceptual  phases  had  been  achieved,  the  next  detail 
related  to  the  format  and  content  of  my  display.  After  many  hours 
of  deliberation,  which  included  scanning  my  collection,  reading 
Taylor's  text,  I  finally  formulated  the  format  as  shown  in  the 
attached  layout  figure.  •  As  can  be  noted  in  the  attached  layout,  I 
divided  the  exhibit  into  two  major  areas,  namely  "Love  Token  Types" 
and  "Love  Token  Valuation  Factors". 


In  the  category  of  Love  Token  Types,  I  could  have  listed  many 
more  than  those  indicated,  but  felt  I  should  limit  these  to  major 
ones  and  those  contained  within  my  collection.  It  was  believed 
that  the  categories  identified  represent  the  significant  majority 
of  all  Love  Tokens  ever  made  and  are  totally  adequate  and  represent¬ 
ative  of  them.  For  each  category  of  Love  Token  types  I  had  2-5. 
representative  items,  with  a  descriptive  title  of  each  category 
on  printed  labels. 

The  other  category  of  Love  Token  Valuation  Factors  was  some¬ 
what  more  complex  but  again  the  same  logic  as  types  had  to  apply. 
Here  I  identified  three  major  subcategories  such  as:  "Engraving 
Factor,  Format/Message  Factor  and  Coin  Factor",  It  is  realized 
that  there  are  other  factors  such  as  those  listed  in  Sol  Taylor's 
guide,  however,  again  the  most  significant  valuation  factors  were 
listed  that  represent  a  great  majority  of  the  Love  Token's  ever 
made.  In  all  exhibits'  one  can  never  represent  or  present  all 
the  many  details,  but  judgment  should  prevail  and  the  exhibit  should 
represent  the  most  significant  factors  and  not  necessarily  all  of 
them.  Again  definitions  of  each  category  were  evolved  and  2-4 
Love  Tokens  in  each  category  were  mounted  and  displayed.  It  would 
have  been  ideal  if  I  could  have  used  a  formula  or  equation  which 
could  establish  a  finite  price  rating  schedule  for  Love  Tokens 
but  with  them  I  realize  that  this  is  not  possible.  As  I  state  in 
my  Love  Token  Valuation  Factor  Title  Block:  "Like  Most  Artistic 
Pieces,  the  value  is  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder. 

In  addition  to  the  above  described  detailed  layout,  the  top 
legend  does  have  to  define  what  a  Love  Token  is  and  the  background 
data  on  the  Evaluation  of  them  as  a  collectible  item.  General 
information  legend  of  the  exhibit  provided  data  on  the  Love  Token 
Society  and  my  basic  research  text  of  Dr.  Sol  Taylor's  guide. 

In  addition  to  showing  my  exhibit  on  Love  Tokens,  I  provided 
free  copies  of  the  attached  layout  sheet  to  interested  exhibit 
viewers.  Surprisingly  several  hundred  copies  of  the  layout  sheet 
wer^  taken. 

All  in  all,  I  felt  rewarded  in  knowing  I  have  expanded  the 
horizon  of  Love  Tokens  to  many  other  Numismatists  and  Exonumia, 
plus  getting  a  First  Prize  for  my  LOVE  TOKEN  EXHIBIT. 


Editor's  Note 

A  very  few  copies  of  the  STANDARD  GUIDE  TO  LOVE  TOKENS 
are  available  from  the  author,  price  is  still  $4.68  postpaid. 
Thanks  to  Mr.  Vigiiotta  for  his  reliance  on  the  book  to  en¬ 
hance  his  exhibit  and  encourage  others. 
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Len  Overcash 
PO  Box  59699 
Chicago,  II  60659 


Apri 1 , 


Judith  A  Murphy 
P  O  Bon  24056 
Wtnslon-Salem,  NC  271 14 
Trt  919-765  5335 

-Cl *i'l  -Cltil  t  CJltoi 

Dr  Sol  Taylor 
P  0  Bo«  5465 
No  Hollywood  CA  91616 


FEATURED  MARKS  ON  LOVE  TOKENS 


As  the  photo  below  shows,  the  Hebrew  letter  "chai"  or 
"hai”  appears  on  the  obverse  of  a  Scandanavian  coin.  It 
shows  up  on  various  love  tokens.  It  is  a  symbol  which 
loosely  means  "Luck"  or  "Good  luck".  It  is  also  shown 
sometimes  as  "  hft  ''  which  can  mean  "good  luck" 
or  the  Hebrew  number  "18" — which  also  is  a  lucky  number. 
Hebrew  inscriptions  often  appear  on  love  tokens  when  the 
recipient  is  Jewish  and  the  donor  is  intent  on  giving  him 
or  her  a  good  luck  token. 


Can  LTS  members  refer  other  uses  of  Hebrew  letters 
love  tokens?  Chinese  markings?  Arabic?  Others? 


on 


25<t  POSTAGE  RATE  IN  EFFECT 

Most  people  now  know  the  25t  stamp  'is  in.  In  order  to 
make'  the  deadline  of  April  3rd,  we  sent  out  tnis  issue 
April  1st.  You  will  nota  different  envelopes  used--the 
post  office  was  out  of  stamped  22<t  envelopes  and  we  did 
not  want  to  wait  for  the  new  25<t  envelopes,  so  we  used 
this  6x9  stock.  Thus  your  LOVE  LETTER  is  folded  a  bit 
differently  than  usual.  Next  issue  will  the  usual  format. 


~Co<JL  * * * * *****Do(l  zn  <^ociz 


0\ct 

Mr  Lloyd  L  Ernenmann 

■  ”  f 

Judith  A  Murphy 

130  Cornell  Road 

gl  ORGANIZED 

P  O  Bo*  24056 

Audubon.  NJ  06106 

April,  1988 

1972  Jr 

Winston-Salem  NC  271 14 

Tel  609-547-2857 

Tel  919-765-5335 

-  Cuniuui 

Jlovt  J'ttUi  £Juc\ 

Len  Overcash 

Dr  Sol  Taylor 

P  0  Bo»  59699 

P  0.  Bo*  5465 

Chicago.  IL  60659 

No  Hollywood.  CA  91616 

HAVES  &  WANTS 

LTS  member  BILL  FIVAZ  is  completing  a  Loye  Token  type  set. 
He  needs  the  following  type  coins  to  finish  up.  Contact 
Bill  if  you  can  furnish: 

HALF  CENT  (any  type)  FLYING  EAGLE  CENT  BUST  25$ 

BUFFALO  5$  (Not  Hobo)  BARBER  50$ 

Bill  Fivaz,  PO  Box  888660,  Dunwoody,  GA  30338 

★  ★★★★★★ 

COLLECTION  FOR  SALE  -  Send  SASE  for  complete  listing. 

Over  100  pcs--gold  and  silver  US,  Canada. 

Dr.  Sol  Taylor  PO  Box  5465,  N.  Hollywood,  CA  91616 

★  ★  ★  ★  * 

WANTED:  INTIIALS  "RO"  or  "MO"  on  XF  or  better  coins. 

Morris  Orenstein,  4  Sheridan  St,  Old  Bethpage,  NY  11804 

★  ★  ★  ★  ★ 

WANTED:  Love  tokens  featuring  nautical  items,  erotica, 
Hawaiian  themes,  boats,  scenics,  half  cents,  20$, 

Bust  types,  etc. 

L.R.  Howsley,  Box  6114,  Capt  Cook,  HAWAII  96704 

★  ★  ★  ★  ★ 

WANTED;  Love  tpkens  on  nickels-Shield ,  Liberty,  Buffalo, 

Canadian - Michael  Wescott,  American  Nickel  Collectors 

Assn,  636  Lewisham  Rd ,  Columbia  SC  29210 

****** 

WANTED:  Love  tokens  with  inscribed  Lord's  Prayer  or  other 
religious  verse.  Contact: 

Edward  Slota  10  Linden  PI,  Nutley  NJ  07110 

Also,  contact  Edward  for  list  of  100+  love  tokens  for  sale. 

***** 

If  you  have  any  specific  needs — write  to  the  editor  to  be 
in  the  next  issue.  Special  initials,  names,  themes,  topics, 
denominations,  or  dates. 
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FINANCIAL  REPORT 


All  copies  mailed  June  15-17,  1988 

***************************************************************************** 


Net  bank  balance  3/31/BB 

Add  Income: 

Dues  collected 

Proceeds-sal e  of  love  tokens 
Interest  on  bank  account 


150. 00 
55.  00 
37.12 


12,766.59 


142.  L 


Less  Expenses: 

LL# 116  (printing/postage) 
Mi  seel  1 aneous  post  age/ f  ees 


1 134.72 
29.50 


1 64 . 22 


Net  bank  balance  5/31 /SB 
Less  Plaque  Fund: 

Net  General  Fund  5/31 /B8 


42,744.49 

1 00 . 00 


12,644. 49 


***** 


********************************** 


**************** 
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MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 


Membership  at  3/31/BB 
New  members 


317 
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Membership  at  5/31/88 

Th.  Love  Token  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  n,emher„! 

CECIL  HENRY  OUIDfi  DAVIS  PAUL  HARTHOORN 

„  M  „  u  ****************** ***  *****  **  ** *  **  * 
********************************************* 

*** IMPORT ANT  NOTICE*** 


If  your  label  is  marked  by  the  letter  X  in  red,  your  IVBB^  ^®&d^ain 
unpaid.  To  insure  continued  membership  in  ou^  ch(?^,  payable  to 

of  110.00  must  be  received  by  June  oO,  198E.  69599 

Love  Token  Society,  end  moil  to  Leo  OvercMh,  F.  U.  Ho..  fcVoRV . 
Chicago,  Illinois  60626 


rurf  eSocictu 

iAtiu/tnf 

Ot et 

Mr  Lloyd  L  Entenmann 

Y  ^  y 

Jlldlth  A  Murpliy 

130  Cornell  Road 

0RGAN17E0  ft) 

P  0.  Box  24056 

Audubon.  NJ  PRIOR 

yul  1972  jP* 

Winston  Salem.  NC  271 14 

Tel  609-54  7-2057 

Aft  AQfc 

Tefc  919-765-5335 

<SiTxttt»nf  -  ,J7irn umi 
ten  Overcash 

P  0  Box  59699 

jficH/t  jClttlX  Slit  OX 

Or  Sol  Taylor 

P  0  Box  5465 

Chicago.  IL  60659 

No  Hollywood.  CA  91616 

ttestoent message 


The  past  two  months  have  been  most  exciting  and  -interesting.  Nearly  all  of  my 
time  has  been  consumed  in  putting  together  the  catalogue  for  our  July  mail-bid 
auction.  This  is  my  first  attempt  at  cataloguing  and  setting  up  an  auction.  It 
has  been  a  thrilling  experience,  especially  since  there  are  a  great  number  of 
beautifull  love  tokens  in  this  auction.  Thirty-five  pieces  are  a  donation  to  the 
Society,  therefore  all  of  the  proceeds  from  them  will  go  into  our  treasury.  The 
other  205  pieces  are  from  two  private  collections  and  all  pieces  must  be  sold  to 
liquidate  the  collection.  Refer  to  the  news  item  elswhere  in  this  bulletin. 

Also  note  the  call  for  the  annual  membership  meeting  included  in  this  bulletin. 
It  does  not  seem  possible  that  nearly  2  years  have  passed  since  I  volumteered  for 
this  position.  I  have  really  enjoyed  my  tenure  even  though  I  have  not  achieved 
all  of  my  objectives,  however,  I  have  not  given  up!  We  have  gained  back  a  number 
of  old  members,  and  obtained  a  number  of  new  members.  Our  present  membership  shows 
a  20X  increase  over  when  I  took  office.  We  have  had  a  great  deal  of  publicity 
in  the  numismatic  press,  and  such  coverage  is  continuing. 

There  is  one  big  thing  that  our  hobby  lacks  and  that  is  history  and  reference 
material.  I  have  undertaken  a  project  to  do  as  much  research  as  I  can  with  the 
aim  of  puttin  into  book  form.  It  is  not  easy,  but  I  have  compiled  a  bit  of  in¬ 
formation  of  a  general  nature  which  will  be  included  in  the  book.  I  am  also 
researching  Great  Britain,  but  have  discovered  there  is  practically  nothing  in 
printed  form  and  very  little  interest  in  love  tokens,  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  practice  is  reputed  to  have  begun  in  Great  Britain.  If  anyone  has  any  in¬ 
formation  at  all  that  may  be  of  interest,  please  contact  me.  I  am  interested  in 
any  information  pertaining  to  love  tokens  especially  old  articles,  pictures, 
stories,  comments,  etc., 

For  the  first  time  in  our  history,  the  Love  Token  Society  is  planning  a  regional 
meeting  at  the  FUN  show  in  Florida  in  January  1989.  More  will  be  forth  coming 
as  January  approaches. 

With  the  cooperation  of  the  A.N.A.  headquarters  staff,  an  award  certificate 
program  will  be  announced  in  Cincinnati.  This  program  is  funded  by  a  trust  set 
up  through  the  Love  Token  Society,  Margaret  C.  Entenmann  Memorial  Trust,  and 
willcontinue  on  as  long  as  the  Society  and/or  A.N.A.  exists.  Under  the  program 
any  love  token  exhibit  in  a  local  club  show  in  the  United  States  and  Canada  will 
be  elligible  for  the  award.  If  there  are  two  or  more  exhibits  in  the  same  show, 
the  award  will  go  to  the  one  judged  best  entry.  At  our  annual  meeting  I  am  re¬ 
questing  the  Socletv  to  award  a  one  year  free  membership  with  each  award.  This 
will  not  cost  the  Society  very  much,  and  could  result  in  an  increase  in  members 
and  an  interest  in  the  hobby.  I  respectfully  request  your  support.  If  you  will 
not  be  in  attendance  at  the  meeting,  I  would  appreciate  a  card  or  letter  express¬ 
ing  your  opinion  on  this  award. 


Lloyd  L.  Entenmann 
President 


**+^**^^*****+^*^**+***+■******************+**++*+1^+**************+-*****+*** 


REPORT  OF  NOMIN AT  IN G  COMMITTEE 


In  compliance  with  Article  V  of  the  Constitution  an4  By-Laws  of  the 
Love  Token  Society,  the  Nominating  Committee  appointed  by  the  President  has  met 
to  select  nominees  for  President,  Vice-President,  and  Secretary-Treasurer  for 
the  calendar  years  1989  and  1990. 

After  due  consideration,  the  Committee  felt  that  the  present  officers 
have  more  than  proven  their  abilities  in  their  respective  offices,  and  since  each 
is  willing  to  serve  another  terra,  the  Committee  submits  the  following  nominations 
for  the  respective  offices: 

President...... . Lloyd  L.  Entenmann 

Vice  President . Judith  A.  Murphv 

Secretary-Treasurer. . . .Len  Overcash 

Respectfully  submitted: 


Nominating  Committeee 


Autence  Bason 
Chairperson 


8< 


a^hty^ 


PHOTOS 

Most  photos  in  THE  LOVE  LETTER  are  taken  directly  from  news¬ 
paper  halftones  or  even  Xerox  copies  sent  by  members.  Some  detail 
is  lacking  in  the  pasteup  and  since  the  newsletter  is  produced  by 
photocpy ,  even  more  detail  is  lost.  Except  for  very  clear  shots, 
some  come  out  too  blurry,  dark  or  light  to  clearly  make  out.  The 
editor  has  little  control  in  this  matter  and  apologizes  for  the 
recent  issues  where  several  illustrations  showed  very  little  detail. 
The  same  is  true  of  the  catalogue--so  rely  more  on  the  description 
than  the  photo. 

*  *  *  * 

WANTS  &  HAVES 

LTS  member  BILL  FIVAZ  still  wants  love  tokens  on  Half  Cents, 
Flying  Eagle  Cents,  Bust  25<t,  Buffalo  5<t,  and  Barber  50<t .  Write 
Bill  at  Box  888660  Dunwoody  GA  30338. 

SOL  TAYLOR  has  a  list  of  over  35  gold  love  tokens  for  sale 
ranging  from  $29.50  up.  Send  SASE  for  the  current  list. 

Only  a  few  dozen  LTS  members  responded  to  the  survey  in  the 
last  issue.  Results  will  be  published  in  the  next  issue.  If  you 
have  not  sent  in  your  survey  sheet,  please  do.  Send  to  Sol  Taylor, 

PO  Box  5465,  N.  Hollywood,  CA  91616. 

★  ★  ★  ★ 

THE  RAREST  LOVE  TOKEN! 

Can  anyone  report  a  love  token  being  sold  for  over  $1,000? 
$2,000?  What  was  it?  We  do  know  of  a  few  at  just  under  $1,000. 

One  $20  Liberty  was  sold  at  auction  in  1987  for  $900,  a  $10 
Mormon  piece  was  sold  at  a  Kirtley  sale  for  about  $900,  and 
Jules  Karp  in  New  York  had  a  1796  bust  half  love  token  for  sale 
at  a  price  over  $1,000 — but  we  can't  verify  the  actual  sales  price. 
What  can  you  add? 


U.S.  Quarter 
NANCE  JIM 


LOVE  TOKENS  AVAILABLE 


U.S.  Time  1853 
B 


Price  $5.00 

to  and  send  to  L.  L 


Price  $15.00 
If  interested,  make  check  payable 
to  cover  insurance  and  postage. 


I 


f 

U.S.  Dime  1882 
M.W.F. 

Price  $8.00 

Entenmann  for  amount  plus  .95c 


CALL  FOR  ANNUAL  MEMBERS  MEETING 


In  accordance  with  Article  VII,  section  1,  of  the  By-Laws  of  the  Love 
Token  Society,  the  members  are  hereby  advised  that  the  annual  membership  meeting 
and  election  will  be  held  in  the  Cincinnati  Convention  Center,  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
in  room  #226  at  2:00  P.  M.  on  Friday,  July  22,  1988. 

At  this  meeting,  the  Nominating  Committee  will  submit  it's  report  on 
nominations  for  officers  for  the  years  1989and  1990.  If  there  are  no  further 
nominations  from  the  floor,  in  accordance  with  Article  V,  Section  3,  The  Secretary 
is  instructed  to  cast  a  unanimous  ballot  for  the  Committee's  nominees. 

Action  will  be,  taken  on  a  recommendation  to  award  a  one  year  free  member¬ 
ship  to  the  recipient  of  a  Memorial  Award  Certificate  in  the  name  of  the  Love  Token 
Society  for  love  token  exhibits  at  local  coin  shows.  A  trust  fund  has  already  been 
established  to  finance  this  program  which  will  be  administered  by  the  A.N.A. 

Following  the  business  session,  about  3:00  P.M.,  a  mail-bid  auction  will 
be  conducted  containing  240  love  token  lots.  For  further  details  see  news  item 
elsewhere  in  this  bulletin,  and  the  catalogue  enclosed  with  this  Love  Letter' 
*1rk**+*1rk***ir'rt:**i'1rk1rH'**irktt**ick****1rk***^***irk***irt'****i'i;*irk1c***ick****irk1cki'*1rirkirk* 


LOVE  TOKEN  MAIL-BID  AUCTION  JULY  22,  1988 

A  mail-bid  love  token  auction  consisting  of  240  lots  will  be  held  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  Friday,  July  22,  1988,  following  our  annual  membership  meeting. 

A  catalogue  is  enclosed  with  this  Love  Letter.  The  pictures  at*  not  very  clear,  and 
do  not  do  Justice  to  most  of  the  lots,  but  give  you  some  idea  in  most  cases  of  what 
the  piece  looks  like.  There  are  a  great  number  of  excellent  pieces  in  this  auction 
which  should  bring  some  high  prices.  There  is  a  bit  of  everything  represented;  a 
few  crude  pieces,  a  number  of  usual  run  pieces,  some  excellent  engraved  pieces,  over¬ 
laid  pieces,  enameled  pieces,  many  single  and  multiple  initials,  names,  several  $1.00 
gold,  one  4piece  $1.00  gold  pin,  pair  matched  gold  $1.00  earrings  all  beautifully 
engraved;  5  dime  chain  pin,  two  silver  bracelets .--something  for  everybody!  Bid  your 
highest  price  especially  for  the  better  pieces.  In  the  eventjthe  highest  mail-bid  is 
successful,  and  there  is  a  significant  difference  between  that  bid  and  the  next  highest 
bid,  the  high  bid  will  be  reduced  by  one-half  the  difference. 

All  of  the  lots  must  be  sold,  so  bid  on  the  ones  you  don't  particularly 
want.  You  could  get  it  for  your  bid!  Please  obey  the  few  lots  that  have  a  minimum 
bid  set  by  the  owner.  Bids  under  the  minimum  will  be  disqualified! 

Please  get  your  bid  sheets  in  early.  Additional  catalogues  are  available 
from  the  Secretary  or  President.  Bids  will  be  accepted  from  the  floor  during  the  auction 

Don't  pass  up  this  opportunity  to  increae  and  improve  your  collection.  Prices  realized 
sheet  will  be  issued  in  September.  Good  luck! 


*J-\i  uJtnt 

Mr  Lloyd  L  Entenmann 
130  Cornell  Road 
Audubon.  NJ  08106 
Tel  609-547-2857 

<Secyttwxu  -  C^tuium 
Len  Overcash 
P  0  Box  69699 
Chicago.  IL  60659 


Ota  tuJint 
Judith  A  Murphy 
P  0  Box  24056 
Winston-Salem  NC  27114 
Tel  919  765-5335 

JCovt  £.til foi 

Dr  So!  Taylor 
P  0  Box  5465 
No  Hollywood.  CA  91616 
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Net  bank  balance  5/31/88 

Add  Income: 

Dues  collected 
Auction  proceeds** 
Interest  on  bank  account 


*2,744. 49 


*140.00 
1 , 150. 50 

12.89  +  1,303.39 


Less  Expenses: 

LL#117  (pri nt i ng/postage) 

Net  bank  balance  7/31/88 
Less  Plague  Fund: 

♦^Auctions  proceeds  due  sellers 
Net  General  Fund  7/31/88 


*412.64  -  412.64 

*3,635.24 

100.00 

1,150.50 

*2,384.74 


****************************************************************************** 

MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 


Membership  at  5/31/88  320 
Dropped  -for  dues  non-payment  -136 
New  members  7 


Membership  at  7/31/88  191 


****************************************************************************** 

The  Love  Token  Bociety  welcomes  the  -following  new  members: 

GARY  HODS  GEORGE  R0RABACK  JANA  LOWSMA 

JOHN  SMIES  DOUGLAS  JENNINGS  ELAINE  KING 


m-  vmmmhummv  v-  m.  m.  m.  m.  -M-  M-  M-  M-  ii  m.  j*.m  m.  m.  mm  m  w  v  u_  u  m.  m  m  m  m.  m.  m.  u  m  m  u  mu  mmu.-uu.u-  m  m  m  m-  •  m  m  m  -m 


MINUTES  DF  THE  7-22-88  LOVE  TOKEN  SOCIETY  MEETING 


The  annual  meeting  of  the  Love  Token  Society  was  held  in  conjunction 
with  the  97th  Annual  A.N.A.  convention  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio  on  Friday, 
July  22,  1988.  LTS  President  Lloyd  Entenmann  called  the  meeting  to 
order  at  2:00  in  Room  226  at  the  Cincinnati  Convention  Center. 
Twenty-eight  members  and  guests  were  present. 

Len  Over cash  read  the  minutes  of  the  1987  LTS  meeting  that  had  been 
held  in  Atlanta.  There  being  no  additions  or  corrections,  the 
minutes  were  accepted  as  read.  It  was  suggested  that  future  meeting 
minutes  be  published  in  the  Love  Letter. 

The  membership  count  is  at  320  plus  3  new  members  signing  up  at  the 
convention.  President  Entenmann  announced  that  we  now  have  a 
director  for  each  of  our  seven  regions.  The  Canadian  director,  Nancy 
Hal  1 -Chapman ,  has  helped  to  increase  membership  substantially  in  that 
area,  from  nine  to  twenty— three  members. 

The  Love  Token  Society  now  has  a  complete  set  of  Love  Letters 
beginning  with  the  first  issue.  It  was  suggested  at  our  meeting  that 
we  reprint  some  of  the  earlier  articles  in  future  Love  Letters.  Lloyd 
apologized  for  the  poor  quality  of  the  auction  catalog  copies.  Bill 
Fivaz  offered  to  make  love  token  photos  for  the  LTS  publications  at  no 
charge. 

Our  organization  has  received  a  good  amount  of  coverage  in  the  various 
numismatic  publications.  Bill  Fivaz  stated  that  press  releases  should 
be  accompanied  by  a  photo  whenever  possible,  and  offered  assistance 
with  photography  in  the  future. 

Over  the  past  year ,  President  Entenmann  has  turn  over  $£>2.  to  LTS  as 
commissions  from  the  sale  of  love  tokens.  The  auction,  held  at  the 
end  of  this  meeting,  is  expected  to  generate  more  selling  commissions 
for  us.  In  addition,  the  auction  includes  some  donated  material  to 
supplement  the  treasury. 

Ruth  Ann  Brettell  of  the  A.N.A.  spoke  at  our  meeting  about  award 
certificates  to  be  presented  to  future  love  token  exhibitors  through 
the  A.N.A.  A  fund,  set  up  by  President  Entenmann,  will  generate 
revenue  to  offset  the  cost  of  producing  future  certificates,  when  the 
current  supply  becomes  depleted.  Framed  award  certificates  are  to  be 
given,  by  region,  for  the  best  love  token  exhibits.  The  purpose  is  to 
help  generate  interest  in  love  tokens. 

President  Entenmann  initiated  a  discussion,  which  resulted  in  the 
following  motion  by  Bill  Fivaz:  If  the  regional  A.N.A.  award  winner 

is  not  a  current  member  of  LTS,  then  a  one  year  free  membership  shall 
be  given  this  individual  ,  to  encourage  his/her  future  membership  in 
LTS.  Judith  Murphy  seconded  this  motion,  which  was  unanimously 
approved  by  all  present. 
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Len  Overcash  commented  that  in  addition  to  establishing  the  above 
mentioned  awards,  President  Lloyd  Entenmann  has  made  numerous 
contributions  of  both  time  and  money  to  our  or gan i c at i on .  When  Len 
accepted  the  secretary/ treasurer  position,  Lloyd  personally  flew  to 
Chicaoo  with  the  records.  This  trip  and  all  other  personal  costs  Lloyd 
has  absorbed,  never  asking  remuneration  or  rei  mbursement .  A  round  o-f 
applause  showed  our  group's  appreci ation.  Bill  Fi va:  requested  that 
this  discussion  be  included  in  the  minutes  tor  publication  in  our  ne,»t 
Love  Letter. 

Autence  Bason  nominated  the  current  officers  to  serve  another  two  year 
term.  The  o-f-ficers  accepted  this  nomination,  and  it  was  unanimously 
appr oved . 

There  being  no  -further  business,  Mr.  Entenmann  thanked  all  -for 
attending.  The  meeting  adjourned  at  2:50  p.m.,  with  a  240  lot  love 
token  auction  -following. 

i 


Len  Overcash 

Seer et ary /Treasurer 


MEMBERSHIP  NOTES: 


For  change  of  address,  notify  Len  Overcash.  For  payment  of  dues 
send  to  Len  Overcash.  For  material  to  be  published  in  the  LOVE 
LETTER  send  to  the  editor.  Dr.  Sol  Taylor.  Articles  always  wan  e 
Wants  and  needs  also  published. 


LOVE  TOKEN  GUIDE:  . 

The  STANDARD  GUIDE  TO  LOVE  TOKENS  is  out  of  print  and  no  copies 
available  from  the  author.  If  you  know  of  a  supplier  with  some 
on  hand,  notify  the  editor. 
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I  am  extremely  happy  to  report  that  the  Love  Token  Society  todav  is  a  strong 
healthy  and  progressive  organization.  The  members  rre  beginning  to  realize  that 
each  of  us  must  do  his  or  her  part,  and  success  is  bound  to  become  a  reality.  We 
had  an  excellent  annual  meeting  in  Cincinnati  with  33  members  present.  We  had  a 
very  successfull  love  token  auction  following  the  meeting,  which  is  reported  upon 
elsewhere  in  this  bulletin.  A  Love  Token  Exhibit  Certificate  Award  program  has  been 
set  up  to  be  given  for  love  token  exhibits  at  local  and  regional  coin  shows  through¬ 
out  the  United  States  and  Canada.  The  Society  will  hold  a  regional  meeting  in  Jan¬ 
uary  at  the  FUN  Show  in  Orlando,  Florida,  and  two  other  regionals  are  being  looked 
into.  All  of  this  is  becoming  possible  due  to  the  interest  and  cooperation  of  the 
members.  "We've  come  along  way,  Baby!" 


Our  membership  is  growing  again,  and  there  is  a  great  deal  more  interest  in 
love  tokens.  A  noticeable  number  of  dealers  had  love  tokens  at  the  Cincinnati  show, 
and  their  prices  were  more  in  line  with  reality. 

We  now  have  a  Regional  Director  for  each  of  the  seven  regions  in  the  Societv. 

The  next  goal  is  to  get  a  State  Assistant  in  each  of  our  50  States.  Anyone  interested 
please  contact  me.  If  everyone  does  a  little  bit,  a  great  deal  can  be  accomplished. 

We  do  need  articles  on  love  tokens,  or  about  love  tokens,  any  items  that  may  be 
of  interest.  You  do  not  have  to  be  an  English  teacher!  Write  it  as  though  you  were 
talking  to  someone! 


The  research  work  is  still  going  on  for  the  book  on  the  history  of  love  tokens, 
ave  accumulated  a  lot  of  material  on  specific  pieces,  but  am  very  weak  on  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  love  tokens.  A  number  of  members  have  submitted  material  to  me  which  will  be 
use  in  the  book,  but  I  still  need  material  on  the  older  history.  If  you  have  anything 
that  you  think  may  be  of  interest,  please  contact  me. 


In  closing,  I 
given  me  during  the 
me  for  another  two 


extend  my  sincere  thanks  to  every  member  for  the  support  you  have 

past  two  vears,  and  the  confidence  you  have  placed  in  me  bv  electing 
year  term. 


Sincerelv, 


'<******+ K  A  k**1rk***ic**1ckirk*-ick*irJr**-!r 


REPORT  ON  THE  JULY  MAIL  LID  AUCTION 

The  July  mail  bid  auction  was  a  great  success.  All  240  items  were  sold.  There 
were  J5  mail  bids  sent  in,  and  there  were  17  bidders  from  the  floor.  The  total  sales 
amounted  to  $3,382.10,  amoung  43  successful  bidders.  There  were  35  lots  in  the  sale 
ch  were  a  donation  to  the  Society  and  brought  a  total  of  $284.20  to  our  Treasury. 

«f%soiooe  !  !ine  auction  Produced  a  commission  of  $309.79.  This  makes  a  grand  total 
or  added  to  our  Treasury  as  proceeds  from  the  auction. 

,  °Ur  pioneer,  Ken  Barr,  deserves  a  lot  of  credit  for  the  successful  manner  in 
ch  he  conducted  the  auction,  in  jist  short  of  two  hours.  Everyone  seemed  to  be 
P  ease  with  the  auction,  and  we  hope  the  consignors  are  happy  with  the  results.  ' 

*T3?e*pfi£e|  |e£1£z|d*b£  i°£  |1?e5fh|rS  in  thiS  bulletin. 

*  “  J***************  *************^**** 


AN  UNUSUAL  CHINESE  LOVE  TOKEN 
from  DON  ANDREWS 

The  full  story  of  a  love  token  is  usually  never  known*  by  whom  it  was  made, 
to  whom  it  was  given,  and  why,  are  questions  that  are  selaon  answered.  This  is  especially 
true  Df  a  love  token  which  I  found  recently  in  Hong  Kong. 

It  is  a  silver  coin,  25  mm  in  diameter,  and  probably  was  a  25  cent  piece  of  the 
general  issue  of  the  Chinese  Empire  in  1910  (K221).  On  one  side  is  engraved  the 
Chinese  symbol  for  the  sun,  and  on  the  other  side  the  symbol  for  the  moon. 


This  at  first  seems  a  strange  thing  to  engrave  on  a  coin,  but  research  on  Chinese 
symbolism  (Outlines  of  Chinese  Symbolism  &  Art  Motives,  by  C.A.S.  Williams)  we  find 
that  the  sun  represents  the  "Great  Male  Principle'1  in  nature  and  the  moon  represents 
the  essence  of  the  female  principle. 

It  could  easily  be  that  this  love  token  was  made  to  be  presented  as  a  proposal  of 
marriage  or  wedding  gift,  symbolic  of  the  joining  together  of  the  male  and  female, 
just  as  the  inscriptions  are  joined  together  on  the  same  coin. 

While  this  token  is  not  impressive  by  western  standards,  it  is  worthwhile  to  re¬ 
flect  on  the  fact  that  in  China  50  or  100  years  ago  the  silver  coin;from  which  this 
token  was  made^would  have  represented  considerable  value.  Even  today,  in  rural  China, 
the  value  in  silver  alone  would  equal  several  days'  wages. 

A  simple  but  wonderful  hand  made  gift  of  love! 
^V*^**,Hr*:H^**^^^*^******:lhV*****:^^****^^^ 


ANA  CINCINNATI  I  LOVE  TOKEN  EXHIBITS 

At  the  ANA  Annual  Convention  held  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  19-24,  there  were 
only  two  love  token  exhibits,  both  from  members  of  the  Society.  First  place  was 
given  to  Judith  Schwan,  Levenworth,  Kansas;  and  second  place  was  given  to  Edward 
Valentine,  Dayton,  Ohio.  Congradulations  to  both!  They  were  both  excellent  exhibits! 

Next  year  the  ANA  convention  will  be  held  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  I 
strongly  urge  more  members  to  exhibit!  We  must  have  at  least  four  exhibits  in  order 
to  make  a  good  showing  to  support  our  award  program  which  calls  for  first,  second, 
and  third  place  awards.  If  you  want  assistance,  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  ANA 
Headquarters  staff  or  the  Society's  President.  Once  you  start  working  on  an  exhibit, 
you  will  find  it  exceedingly  interesting  and  exciting! 


LOVE  LETTER  No.  118 


LOVE  TOKEN  SURVEY 


Survey  results  are  still  trickling  in  as  of 
August,  1988  we  have  42  collections  reported  ranging 
from  a  single  coin  to  a  huge  collection  of  1504  pieces. 

As  expected  the  Number  One  coin  is  the  Seated  Liberty 
Dime  which  seems  to  be  on  everyone's  list  and  about  20-25% 
of  the  total.  A  close  second  seems  to  be  between  the 
Seated  Liberty  Quarter  and  the  Seated  Liberty  Half  Dime. 
Final  figures  in  the  next  issue  of  THE  LOVE  LETTER. 

Since  we  have  close  to  200  LTS  members,  surely  a  few  more 
tally  sheets  would  be  helpful  in  making  this  survey  more 
complete.  Please  send  your  totals  to  the  editor. 

\ 


CERTIFICATE  AWARD  PROGRAM  for 
LOVE  TOKEN  EXHIBITORS  AT  LOCAL  SHOWS 

A  program  has  been  established  which  will  be  administered  by  ANA,  and  funded 
by  an  endownment  fund  with  ANA,  to  award  an  8"  x  10"  framed  silver  certificate  for 
the  best  of  show  love  token  exhibit  at  any  local  or  regional  coin  show  in  the 
United  States  or  Canada.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Love  Token  Society,  a  resol¬ 
ution  was  adopted  to  add  to  this  award,  a  one  year  free  membership  if  the  winner  is 
not  a  member  of  the  Love  Token  Society. 

The  ANA  board  approved  the  final  arrangements  at  a  meeting  in  Cincinnati,  and 
the  program  is  now  in  effect.  ANA  backing  this  program  through  it  s  Club  program. 

The  purpose  of  establishing  this  award  is  to  get  more  collectors  involved  with  love 
tokens,  and  then  to  join  our  Society.  This  is  an  incentive  to  our  own  members  who 
cannot  exhibit  at  the  ANA  annual  convention,  but  can  exhibit  at  a  local  coin  show. 

By  so  doing  they  can  inspire  others  to  get  involved  with  love  tokens.  If  the  members 
will  get  behind  this  program,  we  can  do  a  great  deal  to  increase  our  membership  and 
thereby  increase  our  avenues  of  exchanging  information,  buying,  selling,  and  trading. 

Members  and  non-members  can  compete  for  a  certificate  for  an  exhibit  at  any 
local  or  regional  coin  show.  Look  over  your  collection  of  love  tokens  and  come  up 
with  an  idea  for  an  exhibit.  Get  your  friends  to  do  the  same.  You  will  find  it  very 
interesting  and  fascinating! 
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LOVE  TOKEN  SOCIETY 

Auction  held  at  ANA  Convention,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  July  22,  1988 

Prices  realized 


$  4.00 

4.55 
6.00 
4.00 
7.00 
5.00 
7.00 
7.00 
7.00 
13.10 


49 

50 

51 

52 

53 

54 

55 

56 

57 

58 


$  10.00 
20.00 
5.00 
5.00 
25.00 
4.75 
4.75 
10.50 
4.25 
4.75 


97 

98 

99 
100 
101 
102 

103 

104 

105 

106 


6.75 

6.75 

13.00 

8.50 

7.00 

9.10 

11.00 

5.25 

20.00 

20.00 


145 

146 

147 

148 

149 

150 

151 

152 

153 

154 


14.00 

4.75 

15.10 

46.00 

50.00 

47.00 

45.00 

50.00 

47.00 

50.00 


193 

194 

195 

196 

197 

198 

199 

200 
201 
202 


$  4.25 
7.50 
4.25 

4.25 

8.00 

10.00 

4.75 

7.00 

6.25 
7.00 


7.00 

59 

4.00 

9.00 

60 

14.00 

6.00 

61 

5.50 

7.00 

62 

9.10 

6.80 

63 

4.00 

13.10 

64 

4.75 

26.10 

65 

7.25 

16.00 

66 

6.25 

5.00 

67 

6.25 

25.00 

68 

8.50 

107  10.00 

108  8.15 

109  8.25 

110  8.25 

111  8.25 

112  8.00 

113  8.50 

114  8.50 

115  13.00 

116  8.25 


155  56.00 

156  56.00 

157  100.00 

158  80.00 

159  150.00 

160  90.00 

161  17.00 

162  77.00 

163  30.00 

164  22.00 


203  4.75 

204  5.00 

2°5  5.00 

206  5.50 

207  5.30 

208  5.30 

209  5.80 

210  4.75 

211  4.75 

212  4.50 


5.75 

5.50 
6.25 
6.25 

6.50 

6.50 

4.50 
.  5.50 

5.75 

5.00 


69  5.25 

70  4.75 

71  5.00 

72  4.75 

73  4.25 

74  5.75 

75  5.25 

76  5.00 

77  5.50 

78  9.00 


117  8.00 

118  8.25 

119  9.15 

120  8.00 

121  8.50 

122  12.00 

123  8.00 

124  10.10 

125  16.00 

126  9.50 


165  20.00 

166  30.00 

167  200.00 

168  84.00 

169  100.00 

170  150.00 

171  5.00 

172  4.00 

173  5.25 

174  18.00 


213  4.75 

216  4.75 

215  4.50 

216  4.00 

217  4.00 

218  4.75 

219  4.00 

220  7.00 

221  47.OO 

222  7.60 


6.2  5 

79 

8.50 

5.25 

80 

6.75 

11.00 

81 

5.75 

5.50 

82 

6.75 

7.00 

83 

6.25 

5.00 

84 

4.50 

6.25 

85 

6.00 

5.25 

86 

7.50 

6.25 

87 

10.00 

5.00 

88 

e.oo 

127  16.00 

128  11.00 

129  16.00 

130  12.00 

131  16.50 

132  4.55 

133  6.00 

134  9.50 

135  6.00 

136  4.75 


175  13.10 

176  8.50 

177  7.25 

178  6.75 

179  6.60 

180  9.50 

lfll  15.00 

182  16.10 

183  9.10 

186  4.00 


223  13.00 

224  9.60 

225  39.00 

226  7.00 

227  e.75 

228  9.60 

229  7.25 

230  n.io 

231  4.25 

232  5.25 


4.60 

25.00 

4.25 

5.50 

8.00 

18.10 

10.00 

10.00 


89  16.00 

90  7.00 

91  5.75 

92  8.00 

93  13.00 

94  6.00 

95  9.50 

96  10.00 


137  4.75 

138  8.00 

139  6.25 

140  4.25 

141  5.50 

142  20.00 

143  5.00 

144  5.00 


185  4.25 

186  5.00 

187  4.50 

188  4.75 

189  s.OO 

190  4.60 

191  8.10 

192  4.00 


233  4.00 

234  4.25 

235  5.00 

236  10.50 

237  4.25 

238  4.25 

239  5.25 

240  6.00 


LOVE  TOKENS  AVAILABLE  until  September  15,  19IJ3 
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All  are  no  U.S.  coin  except  3  on  bottom  row.  Six  are  clean 
reverse  and  engraved:  *1=BMH;  *2=desipn;  *3=Va°rner;  *4=stem, 

5  petal  flower  ^  six  leaves;  *5=4  petal  flower,  desipn  top  h 
bottom;  *6=Nance.  Members  nroperty.  Send  check  to  President. 
Include  postage  K  insurance:  order  up  to  $50.  -  $1.25;  $51. 

t-n  S100.no  S9  9^ 


OCTOBER,  1988 


FINANCIAL  REPORT 


***  ******  ************#.*  ****  *  fc#.***.#*. *.***#  **.*.«.*  *  #  **..*  M  ■*#**#.**  *■**.*.* .  *  Vi  *  * 


•*r  *  k  *  K  -# 


Net  bank  balance  7/31/88 

♦  3  «  6  .'  >5 .  i  <1 

Add  Income: 

Dues  collected 

♦55. 00 

Auction  proceeds 

2,232.60 

Interest  on  bank  account 

27.  12 

•f 

2 , 3 Id./ 2 

Less  Expenses: 

LL#118  (pr i nt i ng/pfcostage) 

♦55.04 

Auction  proceeds 

2,788. 1 1 

ANA  dues 

30.  00 

-  2,8 

73.  It 

Net  bank  balance  9/30/80 
Less  Plaque  Fund: 


4  3 ,  O  / 1> .  81 
1  On. 00 


Net  General  Fund  9/30/88 


♦2,976.81 


#***#*♦**■  ****  ****■**■■*•****•*■**•*•*  **■***#•.** a-**.**.*#  ****.*  #  4,  #*.****.*#  **■*•#  *  **  *>  *  -tt  -k-  *  )« 


MEMBERSHIP  REPORT 


Membership  at 

7/31/88 

191 

Rei nst  atement 

5 

2 

New  members 

4 

Membership  at 

9/30/88 

197 

#*  **  *•#•**•**#  *#  *■*  o  «  *  *■*..*  ,  *  * 

The  Love  Token  Society  welcomes  the  following  new  members:  i  ' 

Shirley  Pierce  Denise  Hoc h sc: hi. Id 

Diane  Dietz  William  Corbett 


tti-irkMM:^***:****************** r*^******^yr6Hr********-**V.-*****+***<rfrjh;*iVA-i-*V.-*-jV;V 

Dues  for  1989  are  due  In  December!  ARE  YOITR  DUES  PAID  FOR  1988  ?  If  net  .  1  pase 

send  them  to  the  Secretary  doday! 


Jlo  <7£  Dot  e.n  .^SocLztij 


Mr  Lloyd  L  Ent.rninnm 
1 10  Cornfll  Rciiic! 
Aodwhon.  NJ  'H'OH 
Tel  609-54  7-2957 

Len  OveuMsh 
P  O  Box  f»  if.oti 
Chicago.  IL  60659 


PRESIDENT ' S 
MESSAGE 


' ' i P Ii  the  arrival  or  the  fall  season,  1  presume 
mu  tog  full  steam  ahead  with  their  outside  activities. 
affect  t^Mr  interest:  in  love  tokens. 


t|lei  lijgnt 

Judith  A  Murphy 
P  O  Box  24056 
Winston-Salem,  NC  27114 
Tel  919-765-5335 

Jlout  i'Jit  OX 

Dr  Sol  Taylor 
P  O  Box  5465 
No  Hollywood.  CA  91616 

that  many  of  our  members  are 
I  hope  this  does  not 


Tn  checking  with  cur  Secretary,  1  was  distressed  to  learn  that  about  307 
nf  our  members  have  not  yet  paid  their  1988  dues.  This  is  very  disturbing!  lie 
have  tried  hard  during  tbis  administration  to  build  up  our  Society.  Ue  obtained 
38  new  members,  resumed  publication  of  the  Love  Letter  to  six  issues  per  year, 
Irmroved  our  financial  position,  held  a  profitable  major  love  token  auction,  bad 
17  news  articles  published  in  the  major  news  media,  and  are  having  our  first 
local  regional  meeting  in  January  at  the  FUN  show.  Yet  one-third  of  the  members 
are  delinquent  in  dues!  I'm  willing  to  go  to  the  blood  bank,  but  they  won't  take 
me  on  account  of  age.  1  sincerely  ask  that  those  of  you  who  have  not  responded, 
nlease  do  so  now,  because  dues  for  1989  are  due  in  December. 

Several  of  the  members  have  requested  a  copy  of  the  book  I  am  working  on, 
and  T  wish  to  report,  that  progress  is  being  made,  but  it  will  be  some  time  yet 
before  a  printed  copy  will  be  available.  The  hardest  information  to  obtain  is 
the  birth  and  childhood  of  love  tokens.  I  just  obtained  two  contacts  in  Great 
Britain  who  are  trying  to  find  something  for  me.  During  the  past  20  years  or 
so,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  pictures  of  various  love  tokens,  bracelets,  pins, 
ptc..  but  no  histories.  Presently,  in  spite  of  the  lack  of  prior  information, 

I  have  irritten  the  first  rough  draft  of  three  chapters*  Again,  I  request  that 
any  member  who  has  an  information  they  think  I  may  he  interested  in,  please  do 
net  hestdate  to  contact  me.  If  I  use  your  information,  1  will  see  that  you  get 
f,'11  credit  in  the  book! 


regarding  our  July  mail-bid  love  token  auction,  I  received  letters  from 
the  three  consignors,  .and  they  were  very  pleased  with  the  proceeds  they  received. 
T'e  Sad  23  requests  for  a  catalogue,  which  brought  in  5  new  members.  All  of  the 
successful  bidders  seemed  pleased  with  their  purchases.  I  would  like  to  have  an 
expression  from  t^e  members  about  bolding  an  auction  at  our  annual  meeting,  or 
have  a  strict  mall-bid  auction  outside  of  the  meeting.  At  such  an  auction,  there 
would  c  no  floor  bidding. 
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* this  moment,  I  do  not  have  any  love  tokens  that  are  available  for  sale. 

’  n  started  to  sell  members  tokens,  the  Society  has  earned  $99.00  as 

! .or  such  sales,  I  have  been  asking  50  cents  per  token  from  the  seller, 

t:  f  had  consisted  of  59  tokens,  and  is  the  first  lot  I  could  not  sell 

1  made  settlement  with  the  owner  last  week  and  returned  28  pieces 
vn  another  person  who  is  contemplating  sending  me  about  60  tokens 
1  get  it,  T  will  put  it  together,  and  send  a  list  to  the  20  some 
have  requested  me  to  send  them  such  lists,  and  what  is  still  unsold 
n->  Tuva  Letter,  will  be  included  in  that  Letter. 

'<v,  i  the  December  issue,  stay  healthy,  be  happy,  and  have  a  wonderful 

icing  t>av! 


Sincerely, 

I  lovd  V/.  Entenmann 


/ - 


BY  MARK  AMES 


If  the  person  engraving  !<■  w,,s 
really  skilled,  around  the  edge  of 
the  token  was  sometimes  cut  a 
.border  of  leaves,  crosses  as  kisses 
or  o  continuing  pattern.  One  ex¬ 
ample,  highly  decorated  on  both 
sides,  is  Inscribed  "A  Present  horn 
Mr.  Hughes”  within  a  border  of 
pulm  branches  and  sprays  ol  leaves. 
Underneath  the  nam  '  are  two 
hearts  pierced  by  cros  jd  arrows, 
linked  by  Cupid's  bow.  On  Hie  re 
verae  Is  the  word  l.ovt  in  a  darn 
rated  setting  of  follngt  and  roses, 
while  on  eillier  side  ol  re  wonl  lly 
lovebirds  carrying  in  . .rl  shaped 
leaves  ubove  which  are  crossed' 
arrows  and  a  Cupid's  how.  II  is 
so  Ihioly  worked  drat  It  Is  douhllnl 


Consider  the  Love  ,  c  ;ens 


Coin  collectors  who  are  roman¬ 
tically  Inclined  and  get  a  satisfac¬ 
tion  from  owning  on  item  with  a 
story  behind  it  cun  add  on  Inter¬ 
esting  sideline  to' their  collecting 
with  love  tokens,  hr  England  these 
romantic  pieces  have  been  largely 
neglected,  except  by  the  museums, 
and  are  only  now  being  collected 
generally  und  studied  us  u  form  of 
country  folk  art.  Similarly,  in  Amer¬ 
ica  Urey  ul^o  are  showing  signs  of 
Increased  popularity. 

Marty  love  tokens  were  made  from 
useful  objects  such  as  lace-makers’ 
bobbins,  combs  and  household 
Items,  lit  Wales  It  was  customary 
to  hand  curve  wooden  spoons,  hence 
the  expression  spooning,  for  court¬ 
ship.  However,  wo  ure  concerned 
here  with  love  tokens  derived  from 
coins. 

The  majority  of  English  lovo  to¬ 
kens  were  hand  nrude  In  the  18th 
century  und  ertrly  19llr  century. 
They  were  created  by  young  men 
to  give  to  llielr  sweethearts,  und 
in  some  Instances  were  given  by 
soldiers  and  sailors  wlro  were  to  go 
abroad  In  service  und  wanted  their 
loved  rates  to  remember  them. 

Customarily  used  by  the  poorer 
working  classes,  the  love  tokens 
were  usually  mrtdefrom  lower  value 


copper  coins  of  the  period,  though 
occasionally  a  more  wealthy  man 
might  make  one  upon  u  silver  coin. 
Lovo  tokens  vary  in  size  from  the 
heavy  cartwheel  twopenny  pieces 
of  Coot  go  III  to  smaller  pennies 
und  halfpennies,  some  of  which  are 
only  the  size  of  the  present  duy 
British  sixpence. 

Their  manufacture  was  simple.  A 
coin  was  rubbed  down,  usually  on 
both  sides,  until  the  king’s  head. 
Britannia  or  other  design  was  ob¬ 
literated  and  the  metal  was  smooth. 
Upon  this  blunk  the  man  then  en¬ 
graved  or  stamped  his  own  pattern 
and  wording.  Considering  that  most 
of  the  men  who  made  these  weru 
unskilled  In  this  typo  or  engraving, 
tho  results  are  remarkable.  Tho 
designs  range  from  finely  executed 
und  planned  down  to  very  simple 
and  crudely  worked.  There  arc  fa¬ 
miliar  symbols  of  romance,  such 
as  hearts  pierced  by  arrows,  Cu¬ 
pid's  bow  and  arrow,  flowers,  love 
birds  and  lovers’  knots,  with  either 
llm  Initials  of  the  donor  and  recip¬ 
ient  or  one  or  both  of  their  names. 
Cruder  examples  merely  huve  the 
man’s  name  anddutcund  arcolher- 
wisc  plain.  The  year  is  also  fre 
quently  added,  which  allows  tlio col¬ 
lector  to  dute  them  accurately. 


whether  it  Is  all  the  >rk  of  Mr. 
Hughes.  It  is  more  li  ly  that  hu 
paid  u  professional  en  aver  to  do 
the  work  which  he  p  sell  «>lf  as 
his  own. 

Another  example,  i  let!  1/Hl. 
shows  a  well  executed  vase  of  flow¬ 
ers  on  one  side,  while  the  reverse 
records  a  verse:  "Sweet  Is  thy  love, 
Soft  is  thy  breast;  If  you  prove 
trew  to  me,  From  you  1  never  pail. 
Wilburn”.  One  wonders  Imw  many 
hours  of  patient  care,  perhaps  at 
night  by  candlelight  alter  the  long 
working  day  wits  finished,  W  illiam 
worked  to  complete  the  engiaving. 

In  Victorian  times  it  vai  inlion 
of  love  tokens  was  Introduced.  The 
waistcoat  was  fashionable  as  a  pail 
of  men’s  dress,  and  a  watch  on  a 
chain  was  worn  in  one  of  the  waist¬ 
coat  pockets,  often  with  coins  hang¬ 
ing  upon  the  wiitcluhaln.  These 
were  usually  farthings,  sovereigns 
or  silver  threepenny  pieces,  with 
one  side  filed  blank.  Upon  them 
wore  engraved  Ibo  names  of  loved 
ones.  Occasionally  these  Victorian 
und  Edwardian  tokens  turn  up  In 
collection  lots  of  old  coins.  I  have 
an  Edward  VII  threepenny  piece, 
engraved  with  the  name,  "Tina,” 
oil  the  reverse.  Who  or  what  she 
was  I  shall  never  know 


.  •  l .  • 


■TER  No.  119  October,  1988 


l_  VF  NOTES 

In  a  departure  from  the  embossed  envelopes  usually 
t  ..'d  in  mail,  we  are  sending  out  this  issue  using  the  current 
"  OVE"  stamp.  If  you  have  used  commemorative  stamps,  please 
s  n d  to  the  editor.  As  a  part  of  the  educational  program 
s  onsored  by  several  different  organizations.  Dr.  Taylor 
(  nd  others)  make  packet  of  used  commemorative  stamps  to 
furnish  to  teachers,  youth  leaders,  and  scouting  groups. 

T !  a  n  k  s  . 

W,  NTS  &  HAVES 

;i  AMERICAN  NICKEL  COLLECTORS'  ASSN,  Michael  C.  Wescott, 

<‘>16  Lewis  ham  Road,  Columbia,  SC  29210,  wants  all  nickles  used 
as  love  tokens.  Write  first  describing  what  you've  got  and 
make  a  deal. 

SILVER  DOLLAR  LOVE  TOKEN  FOR  SALE  -  S  mint  rev  F-VF, 
no  solder  and  no  holes,  obv,  large  monogram  "WHC"  or  ’HWC"  very 
professional  job.  Plain  field.  $39.50  postpaid.  Dr.  Sol  Taylor 
PO  Box  5465,  N  Hollywod  CA  91616. 

LTS  ALIVE  6  WELL  NORTH  OF  THE  BORDER 

If  the  regional  director  of  the  LTS  Canadian  chapter 
was  conspicuous  by  her  absence  at  the  ANA  this  summer,  there 
was  a  good  reason  for  it.  She  was  busy  promoting  the  LTS  and 
what  its  members  members  collect  at  the  Canadian  Numismatic 
Assn  Convention. 

While  I  was  keen  to  attend  the  CNA  convention  part¬ 
ly  because  it  was  being  held  at  Prince  Edward  Island,  a  pro¬ 
vince  dear  to  my  heart  —  I  was  also  looking  forward  to  being 
there  to  spark  some  interest  in  love  tokens.  I  think  I  sucteded. 

The  two  case  exhibit  of  love  tokens  I  had  set  up 
in  a  corner  of  the  bourse  seemed  to  draw  a  lot  of  attention. 

In  this  display  I  featured  a  variety  of  tokens  from  my  collec¬ 
tion  complemented  by  detailed  photo'  graphs  of  some  smaller 
pieces  and  cards  of  text  outlining  the  history  and  character¬ 
istics.  I  had  many  questions  and  comments  about  the  exhibit, 
including  a  request  by  a  newsman  from  a  local  TV  station  to 
do  a  mi ni- intervi ew  about  love  tokens.  Great  fun!  (I  should 
add  that  LTS  member  Edith  Gillcash  had  a  very  eye-catching 
display  of  her  many  love  tokens,  so  the  hobby  was  visually 
well  represented!) 

Later  in  the  show  I  gave  a  slide  presentation, 

"The  Romance  of  Love  Tokens"  in  which  I  outlined  their 
history  and  pointed  out  the  particular  features  of  the 
pieces  represented.  The  seminar  was  well  attended  (several 
l.i  '  members  were  there)  and  besides  stirring  up  some  interest 
ani  ng  the  "uninitiated",  the  meeting  gave  seasoned  collectors 
a  chance  to  share  both  anecdotes  and  prized  tokens  from 
their  collections.  (I  had  brought  along  lots  of  LTS  brochures 
whi  h  quickly  disappeared  among  members  of  the  audience,  so 
m a v i> e  we  1  11  get  a  few  new  members  as  a  result!) 

As  far  as  adding  to  my  collection  was  concerned,  let’s 
say  i"  v  p  o  c  k  e  t  b  o  ok  didn't,  suffer!... but  I  did  buy  one  interest- 


(NORTH  OF  THE  BORDER  ... cont ) 


ing  piece  —  a  two-sided  engraved  token  done  on  (possibly)  a 
fifty  cent  coin,  with  the  words  "Titanic"  and  a  sketch  of 
a  canoe  on  one  side  and  initials  on  the  other.  It  may  warrant 
some  further  research. 

Even  my  husband  enjoyed  the  convention.  Before  this 
show,  he  seemed  to  regard  numismatics  with  tolerant  amusement, 
now  he's  bitten!  He's  going  to  collect--not  love  tokens,  but 
ANCIENTS ! 


Nancy  Hall-Chapman  9-25-88 


Tokens 


of  love  measured 

by  denomination 


By  PAT  SEARS 

Expressions  of  love  come  In  many 
ways  and  forms.  There  is  the  wedd¬ 
ing  band  and  engagement  ring,  the 
single  red  rose,  and  the  kiss.  But  to 
Louise  Campbell  of  Manquin,  a  love 
token  means  money. 

A  love  token  is  a  coin  buffed 
smooth  on  one  side  and  engraved  to 
show  love,  affection,  or  a  special 
occasion  on  the  obverse  side,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Campbell,  a  numismatist 
since  1960. 

What  started  as  a  casual  interest 
in  ‘‘interesting’’  coins  she  found  in 
the  cashbox  at  Hanover  Academy 
has  progressed  from  pennies  to 
dimes,  "then  everything,  including 
Virginia  County  notes,"  and  is  now 
centered  on  19th  century  love  token 
coins. 

"You  find  them  In  dealer’s  Junk 
boxes.  I’d  just  go  rummaging 
through  and  I  Just  started  collecting 
them  and  getting  hooked,"  Camp¬ 
bell  said. 

She  became  so  interested  in  the 
engraved  coins  that  she  joined  the 
Love  Token  Society  of  the  Middle 
Atlantic  Numismatic  Association 
and  recently  won  several  awards  at 
various  exhibits. 

Campbell  won  the  specialities  cat¬ 
egory  and  the  Best  in  Show  exhibit  at 
the  Washington,  D  C.  show  and  first 
place  in  the  specialties  category  at 
the  American  Numismatic  Associa¬ 
tion  show  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Since  there  was  little  written 
about  the  love  tokens  to  satisfy 
Campbell’s  research  interests,  she 
did  the  research  herself.  Her  article 
and  photographs  appeared  In  the 
association’s  1972  quarterly  journal 
and  has  won  acclaim  from  many  of 
her  co-numismatists. 


The  art  ot  producing  love  tokens 
started  in  Europe  as  long  ago  as  the 
16th  century.  Many  of  the  early  love 
tokens  are  found  on  English  copper 
coins  called  halfpennies. 

Enameled  love  tokens  were  fash¬ 
ionable  in  England  around  1887.  A 
tricky  technique,  enamelling  was 
done  by  jewelers,  most  popularly  on 
George  III  and  IV  Crown  coins. 

In  America,  love  tokens  became 
the  rage  between  1880  and  1900. 
Campbell’s  collection  contains  love 
token  coins  of  all  denominations, 
enamelled,  monogramed,  as  but¬ 
tons,  stickpins,  fancy  bracelets, 
necklaces,  cufflinks  and  even  a  dog 
tag  for  a  serviceman  on  the  1917 
Liberty  walking  half  dollar. 

But  fancy  coins  were  so  popular 
that  the  government  passed  a  law  in 
1909  forbidding  the  debasement  or 
mutilation  of  coins. 

"But  its  one  of  those  laws  that 
aren’t  really  enforced,  I  guess," 
Campbell  said  when  pointing  to 
coins  engraved  as  late  at  1943. 

The  most  commonly  used  coin  was 
the  dime.  The  higher  the  coin's 
denomination,  the  more  love  or 
sentiment  was  attached  to  the  coin, 
according  to  Campbell. 

Values  of  love  tokens,  like  every¬ 
thing  else,  depends  on  the  Law  of 
supply  and  demand,  according  to 
Campbell. 

“When  I  first  started  looking  in  the 
dealer's  Junk  boxes,  I  could  get  them 
for  anywhere  from  50  cents  to  three 
dollars.. .Now,  they  go  from  (8  to 
$150,"  she  said. 

Accordingly,  Campbell  does  not 
keep  her  large  collection  at  home. 
She  estimated  the  collection  Is  worth 
from  $3,000  to  $5,000  and  is  kept 
"locked  up  tight"  in  the  bank. 


COIN  WORLD,  Wednesday,  February  14,  1979 
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pull  out  your  love  tokens 


ny  Marilyn  Tlernan 
Love  tokens  lake  the  heart- 
shaped  spotlight  on  our  Clear¬ 
inghouse  page  in  observance  of 
Valentine’s  Pay  and  as  a  spe¬ 
cial  Valentine  to  our  readers. 
For  the  benefit  of  our  readers 
who  are  not  familiar  with  love 
tokens,  we  are  relating  their 
romantic  origin  and  purpose. 

A  love  token  is  not  exactly  a 
token  as  we  know  it  most  of  the 
time  in  numismatics  Instead 
it  is  a  coin  that  has  one  side 
smoothed  down  and  engraved 
with  fancy  initials  and  borders, 
a  name  and  sometimes  a  date 
commemorating  an  event. 

Some  are  elaborately  en¬ 
graved  with  scenic  art,  such  as 
ships,  buildings,  cupids  and 
other  designs  of  particular  im¬ 
portance  to  the  couple  along 
with  the  initials.  Occasionally 
both  sides  of  the  coin  are  en¬ 
graved  and  then  adorned  with 
colorful  enamel  to  enhance 
their  beauty,  making  them 
even  more  elaborate. 

The  custom  of  inscribing 
coins  with  expressions  of  love 
is  said  to  have  com*’  from  Eng¬ 
land  as  early  as  the  16th  centu¬ 
ry.  They  were  frequently  given 
to  loved  ones  as  a  keepsake: 
By  the  mid-19th  century  the 
custom  became  even  more 
popular.  During  the  1880s  and 
1890s  many  of  these  tokens 
were  exchanged  between 
friends  in  the  same  manner 
that  today's  children  trade 
charms  for  their  charm  brace¬ 
lets. 

Love  tokens  are  found  on  all 
denominations  of  U  S  coins 
with  the  possible  exception  of 
$20  gold  and  Stellas.  Ninety 
percent  of  all  love  tokens  are 
dimes,  showing  how  important 
10  cents  was,  in  purchasing 
power  in  the  19th  century..  A 
day's  wages  was  50  cents,  for 
example,  so  when  higher  de¬ 
nominations  were  used,  there 
was  usually  quite  a  bit  of  senti¬ 
ment  involved 

Technically,  love  tokens 
could  be  considered  mutilated 
coins,  but  they  are  bits  of  his¬ 
tory  and  thus  collectible.  The 
majority  of  coin  collectors  usu¬ 
ally  have  one  or  two  love  tok¬ 
ens  because  they  like  their  fan¬ 
cy  work  and  their  role  in  num¬ 
ismatics 


This  lacy  heart-shaped  display  Is  another  “family”  collection 
love  tokens.  The  top-center  token  Is  engraved  with  MOTHEI 
and  Is  surrounded  by  what  appears  to  be  FLORIE,  ECH,  HMF 
VMandJDF. 


An  old  fashioned  lie  clasp  adorned  with  love  tokens  exhibiting 
side-wheeler  steam  boat,  a  little  church  with  a  steeple  and  tl 
Initials  HJ  and  LS.  1877  and  188«  dimes  were  used  for  the* 
meaningful  engravings  and  may  well  relate  to  the  couple's  ye- 
of  birth.  From  the  Ruth  Hammell  collection. 
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Here  we  show  an  interesting  display  of  family  love  tokens  linked 
together  to  form  a  necklace.  The  names  Emily,  Father,  Mother, 
Winnifred,  Blanch,  “V”  and  Gussie,  with  the  date  1888,  signified 
something  meaningful  to  this  family.  Treasured  momentoes 
such  as  these  have  slowly  trickled  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
receivers  and  hive  come  into  the  hands  of  the  collectors  of  love 
tokens. 


■i*,- 

The  tuneful  name  of  “Susie 
Belle,”  engraved  on  the  re¬ 
verse  of  a  Liberty  Sealed  dime 
Is  from  the  George  S.  Frost 
collection. 
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LOVE  TOKEN  SURVEY  1908 


The  survey  of  love  tokens  owned  by  members  of  the 
LOVE  TOKEN  SOCIETY  was  conducted  by  mail  survey  in  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1988.  A  total  of  52  respondents  reported  on 
their  collections  ranging  from  a  single  coin  to  well  over  a 
thousand.  The  one  factor  that  was  always  generally  known, 
the  Seated  Liberty  Dime,  was  indeed  the  most  common  of  type 
coins  used  in  making  love  tokens.  Of  the  5,735  coins  reported, 
just  over  half  were  Seated  Liberty  Dimes--51%  actually.  Of  all 
U.S.  coins,  it  was  slightly  higher  at  56%.  The  figures  for 
U.S.  and  Canadian  coins  are  as  follows: 


Half  cents  -  2 
Large  cents  -  12 
Flying  eagle  cents  -  7 
Cupro-Nickels  -  1$  -  12 
Indian  cents  -  128 
Lincoln  Cents  -  11 
Two  cents  -  27 
Three  cent  nickel  -  18 
Three  cent  silver  -  33 
Shield  nickel  -  12 
,  Liberty  nickel  -  49 
Buffalo  nickel  -  13 
Jefferson  nickel  -  2 
Bust  half  dime  -  15 
Seated  Liberty  half  dime  - 
Bust  dime  -  24 
Seated  Liberty  dime  -  2952 
Barber  dime  -  177 
Mercury  dime  -  24 
Bust  quarter  -  10 
20$  -  13 
Seated  Liberty  quarter  -  410 
Barber  quarter  -  77 
Standing  Liberty  quarter  -  5 
Bust  half  -  11 
Seated  Liberty  half  -  58 
Barber  half  -  12 
Walking  Liberty  half  -  35 
Kennedy  half  -  1 
Hard  time  token  -  1 
Civil  War  token  -  2 
Territorial  gold  -  1 


Bust  dollars  -  3 
Seated  dollars  -  12 
Trade  dollars  -  10 
Morgan  dollars  -  76 
Peace  dollars  -  9 
$1  gold  Typ  1-67 

$1  gold  Typ  II  -  20 

$1  gold  Typ  III  -  70 
$2*5  gold  -  37 
$3  gold  -  13 

$5  gold  -  24. 

$10  gold  -  6 
$20  gold  -  2 
Ike  dollar  -  1 
270  Columbian  half  -  8 
Colonial  copper  -  1 
Hawaiian  25$  -  2 
Hawaiian  50$  -  1 
Canada  large  cent  -  14 
Canada  5$  silver  -  144 
Canada  10$  -  161 
Canada  20$  -  5 
Canada  25$  -  64 
Canada  50$  -  18 
Canada  $1-1 
Canada  gold  -  1 
Newfoundland  (comb)  -  13 
Provincial  Canada  -  1 
All  other  foreign  -  488 
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Helen  Moore  of  Florida  sent 
ihese  three  “occupational** 
love  tokens.  The  top  token  is 
engraved  with  a  mortar  and 
pesJle,  the  center  token,  a 
steam  engine,  coal  car  and 
mail  car  with  the  initials  HCE 
on  (he  other  side.  The  bottom 
token  shows  pliers  or  pincers 
(dentist?).  All  three  tokens  are 
engraved  on  Liberty  Seated 
dimes. 


Two  Liberty  Sealed  dimes  from  the  R.  W.  Colbert  collection.  One  elaborately  garnished  with 
flowers,  the  other  with  fancy  interlocked  initials.  Evidence  of  solder  appearing  in  (he  center  of 
the  obverse  on  the  1887  suggests  this  may  have  served  as  a  pin  or  brooch  and  later  as  a  pendant 
for  a  bracelet  or  neck  pendant. 


A  1858  Liberty  Seated  quarter 
with  monogram  initials  within 
a  fancy  border.  The  obverse 
features  a  buttonhole  stud, 
popular  during  the  l»th  centu¬ 
ry.  From  R.  W.  Colbert,  of 
Georgij. 


A  chubby  cherub,  busy  scurrying  over  a  field  of  flowers  is  dep 
Icted  on  this  1805  Draped  Bust  type  quarter. 
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IN  ME  HOB  ll/ll 

LEONARD  OVERCASH  1941  -  1988 

The  Love  Token  Society  mourns  the  sudden  death  of  our  Secretary, 

Len  Overcash,  on  Friday,  November  4,  1988.  Len  was  only  47  years  of  age, 
and  was  under  the  doctor's  care  for  a  brain  tumor.  However,  on  Friday, 
he  suffered  a  sudden  pain  attack,  and  apparently  the  tumor  burst  on  the 
way  to  the  hospital,  as  he  was  dead  upon  arrival.  Following  a  private 
viewing,  his  body  was  cremated  as  per  his  request. 

Len  was  also  a  member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  and 
the  Oak  Park  Coin  Club  In  Chicago.  Just  before  his  untimely  death,  Len 
put  together  a  love  token  exhibit  to  be  entered  In  the  Oak  Park  Coin  Club 
show  on  Sunday,  November  6th.  The  ca6e  was  entered  at  the  show  as  a  non¬ 
competitive  exhibit. 

Len  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Society,  and  an  excellent  Offlcerl 
He  will  be  sadly  missed  by  all  who  knew  him! 
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SECRETARY  URCEWTLY  NEEDED 

Your  Society  urgently  needs  a  new  Secretary!  Len  Overcash  did  an 
excellent  Job  of  putting  our  membership  list  and  dues  status  on  a  computer. 
Tills  makes  the  Job  very  much  easier.  Mailing  labels  for  the  bi-monthly 
bulletin  are  done  on  the  printer.  Dues  payments  are  easily  updated.  Dues 
notices  are  prepared  on  the  printer.  Correspondence  Is  minimal,  as  the 
President  does  most  of  it.  For  a  member  with  a  word  processor,  the  change¬ 
over  would  be  minimal.  If  you  are  interested,  please  contact  the  President 
as  soon  as  possible.  Your  cooperation  will  be  greatfully  appreciated! 
************************** 

1989  DUES  NON  PAYABLE 

Dues  for  the  calendar  year  1989  are  now  payable!  Due  to  the  sudden 
death  of  our  Secretary,  all  dues  ($10.00  per  year)  temporarily  are  to  be 
sent  to  the  President.  According. to  our  By-Laws,  any.  member  delinquent 
on  June  1,  will  be  dropped.  In  1988  we  lost  over  one-third  of  our  membership 
being  delinquent!  This  cannot  happen  again,  or  we  will  be  forced  to  disband! 
Please  send  in  your  payment  NOW,  while  it  is  fresh  in  your  mind!  Thank  you! 

************************  *  * 


DUES  RENEWAL 
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”  TWO  EXHIBIT  QUALITY  LOVE  TOKEN  BRACELETS  FOR  SALE: 

1  Sixteen  seated  liberty  half  dimes  interlocked  all  done  in 
the  same  style,  monograms,  "MMR"  "EKJr"  "LDS"  etc  plus  "Mary" 
"Leo"  "Bird".  Most  of  the  coins  are  VI  and  few  Fines.  Each 
coin  features  a  wreath  above  or  below  the  monogram  or  name. 

2  Smaii°silver  band  bracelet  with  clasp  with  12  suspended  loops. 
Eleven  Seated  Liberty  dimes  all  fancy  enrgaved-  with  monograms 
and  elaborately  engraved  edgework  and  finishes.  Plus  Prussia 
ClOd  1806A  4  Groshen  engraved  on  shield  "AL" .  Very  nice 
exhibit  item.  Intact  &  original..  All  F-VF  coins.  $99.00 

First  come,  first  served.  Dr.  Sol  Taylor,  PO  Box  5465,  N. Hollywood, 

CA  91616. 


PRISJFF.n  LOVE  TOKENS  WANTED 

Member  Bradley  R.  Coleman,  P.  0.  box  48,  East  Dranee,  »!.  J.  07019, 
collects  prisoner  love  tokens  but  has  been  having  trouble  finding  them.  If 
anyone  has  any  they  would  like  to  sell,  or  have  any  information  on  such 
tokens,  please  contact  Brad  direct. 


*  *  *  *  {  ******  *  * 


*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  ********** 


SPECIAL  LOVE  TOKENS  WANTED 

John  0.  Pryor,  P.  0.  Box  501,  Cockeysvi 1 le ,  Md.  21030,  is  looking  for 
anv  love  tokens  with  the  date  "Sept.  17"  on  it.  If  anyone  has  such  a  token, 
contact  John  direct.  You'll  make  his  day!  If  you  are  interested  in  elongated 
coins,  send  him  an  SASE  and  V>e  will  send  you  a  couple  of  his  Sept  17  elongateds 

*  *  *  *  *  ********************  *  ******* 


FINANCIAL  REPORT 


3 auk  balance  September  3C,  1988 

A  3,076.81 

Income : 

Dues 

$  370.00 

Balance  of  Auction  receipts 

9.00 

Fees  from  sale  of  love  tokens 

18.50 

432.91 

Interest  on  bank  account 

35.  A  l 

$  3,509.72 

Expenses : 

Mnilinv  Love  Letter  *‘11° 

$  89.  41 

500  envelopes  for  love  letter 

133.40 

222.81 

Bank  balance  as  of 

November  30,  1988 

$  3,206.91 

+  +  .*.*.*  *  *  *  ft  *  *  *  *_*.ic_jt_*_*- 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

****** 

PRESIDENT'S  1-ETTER 


Needless  to  say,  I  am  deeply  saddened  by  the  death  of  out  Secretary,  Un 
Overcash.  He  has  done  an  outstanding  Job,  and  all  of  our  records  are  In  excel¬ 
lent  shape.  1  earnestly  plead  for  one  of  our  members  to  volunteer  to  take  over 

this  important  Job! 

The  Society  will  hold  It's  first  regional  meeting  In  January  at  the  ?-u-N- 
show  In  Orlando,  Florida.  The  meeting  will  be  In  room  8  C  *nd  G  *C  !°°  P*M'  °n 
Thursday.  January  5,  1989.  Refer  to  notice  elsewhere  in  this  bulletin. 

Progress  on  the  text  book  Is  .low.  Finding  older  materiel  is  going  at  • 
snails  pace.  1  have  Just  sent  86  letters  to  museums  and  coll  clubs  in  England 
seeking  help.  One  thing  I  desperately  need  is  a  picture  and/or  a  better  J- 

1 1  on  of  the  oldest  known  love  token.  I  have  found  several  reference,  fo  ^t  only 
as  "a  1707  Queen  Anne  half-crown  with  three  Initials  and  a  sword  .  1  have  .Is 

discovered  that  there  are  over  850  different  sixes  and  style,  of  lettering  No 
wonder  we  have  troubles!  I  do  have  the  first  draft  on  three  chapter,  written, 
but  there  is  a  great  deal  .sore  to  come.  I  plan  on  making  my  first  formal  report 

at  the  F.U.N.  meeting  in  January. 

I  still  have  some  love  token,  that  are  available  for  sale,  Which  are  shown 
elsewhere  in  this  bulletin.  These  are  the  remain,  of  two  lots.  One  lot  had  50 
nieces  and  are  all  §7.00  each,  numbered  from  <161  throught  <1110.  The  other  lot  of 
5J“uc:£  numbered  Z- 1  through  Z-20  are  not  pricei  a.  owner  will  accept  a  reason¬ 
able  bid.  Send  me  your  best  offer,  and  1  will  find  out  If  It  1. 

52  :°;i; 

The  year  1988  and  my  first  term  as  President  is  rapidly  drawing  to  a  close. 
I  sincerely  appreciate  the  honor  and  cooperation  you  have  given  me.  I  ask  your 
continued  support  in  the  coming  term.  With  the  coming  holiday,  approaching  1 
extend  the  Seasons  Greetings  to  each  and  every  one  of  you  and  wish  each  one  a 
Very  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy.  Healthy,  and  Prosperous  New  Year. 


************ 


***** 


SOCIETY  REGIONAL  MEETING 

The  l-ove  Token  Society  will  hold  It -a  first  regional  meting  during  the 
F.U.N.  show  in  Orlando,  Florida.  The  meeting  will  be  held  at  1:00  P.M.  on 
January  5,  1989  in  Room  8  C  and  G,  at  the  Orange  County  Convention  Center. 

The  Chairman  Is  Anthony  P.  Vigliotta,  and  he  has  done  a  fine  Job  of  organizing 
tills  meeting  and  making  all  the  arrangements  for  it. 

Your  President  will  be  there  and  he  urgently  requests  all  members  who  will 
be  at  the  7.U.N.  show  to  please  attend  this  meeting.  Show  Tony  how  much  you 
appreciate  his  efforts!  He  has  planned  a  very  interesting  meeting  and  re*ljy 
deserves  your  support.  There  will  be  several  short  speakers,  a  show-and-tell 
of  your  favorite  love  token,  and  an  open  forum. 

If  you  have  any  question,  regarding  this  meeting,  you 
at  2406  Summer f le Id  Road,  Winter  Park,  FI.  32792,  or  telephone  #407-644-9104. 

********************************** 
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COINS  CONVERTED  TO  TOKENS  OF  ESTEEM 


by  DR.  SOL  TAYLOR 

Almost  every  coin  collector  has  at  one 
time  or  another  seen  or  even  owned  a  l.ove 
Token.  These  engraved  coins  represented 
an  era  in  numismatics  which  spanned 
many  generations,  but  reached  its  popular¬ 
ity  in  this  country  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 

Today,  it  is  common  for  women  to  wear 
charm  bracelets.  Hanging  from  these  silver 
and  gold  bracelets  are  little  hanging  silver 
and  gold  figures  of  places,  persons,  and 
events.  Modern  charms  are  usually  die  cast 
mementos  of  such  well-known  items  as 
the  Eiffel  Tower,  the  Empire  State  Build¬ 
ing,  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge,  a  grand¬ 
daughter  or  grandson,  a  tiny  heart,  and 
various  others  identifying  one’s  profession, 
trade,  or  interests. 

From  the  pieces  known  in  collections 
today,  it  is  known  that  engraved  coins  are 
known  to  have  been  made  in  the  middle 
ages  often  to  honor  a  .loved  one.  3  he  usual 
method  of  creating  such  a  piece  is  to  plane 
off  or  grind  off  one  side  of  the  coin  and 
then  with  engraving  tools  carve  into  the 
field  the  message.  This  practice  seemed  to 
be  mostly  found  in  coins  of  Great  Britain 
prior  to  1800.  Coins  of  other  European 
countries  ate  also  found  with  such  engrav¬ 
ings.  Evenea  ly  American  Colonial  pieces 
are  known.  1  he  artists  included  people  in 
the  trades— jewelers,  dentists,  soldiers,  sail¬ 
ors,  and  for  many  in  prison  with  lots  of  time 


Coins  have  been  personilired  by  imiteur 
engraven  for  centuries.  U  S.  collectors 
have  found  (he  best  e*amp/es  date  bark 
to  the  turn  of  the  century.  Photos  by  tarry 
Stevens  at  the  Smithsonian. 


and  crude  tools,  even  prisoners.  It  is  well- 
documented  that  whalers  often  spent  their 
off  hours  engraving  whale's  teeth  into  ela¬ 
borate  scenes  and  sayings— an  artform 
known  as  scrimshaw. 

From  the  thousands  of  love  tokens 
known  today,  it  is  felt  that  the  popularity 
of  the  engraved  coin  as  a  charm  to  give 
someone  reached  its  peak  starting  with  the 
Centennial  Exposition  in  Philadelphia  in 
1876.  Many  thousands  of  coins  dated  IK76 
were  engraved  with  initials,  monograms, 
and  even  full  messages.  These  pieces  often 
were  holed  a  nd  strung  together  as  bracelets 
to  be  worn  by  girls  and  women.  A  single 
bracelet  often  contained  a  coin  represent¬ 
ing  each  member  of  the  family,  the  woman 
herself,  and  perhaps  a  place  or  event  such 
as  an  anniversary.  Because  of  this  wide¬ 
spread  practice,  most  love  tokens  are 
known  with  one  or  more  holes  since  they 
were  intended  to  be  worn  on  a  bracelet  or 
necklace. 

Engravers  set  up  booths  at  the  fairs  and 
offered  to  engrave  a  coin  for  a  small  fee — 
probably  a$  little  as  ten  cents  in  1876.  1  his 
sort  of  souvenir  proved  to  be  very  popular 
in  the  fairs  of  the  1880s,  1890s  and  early 
1900s.  In  fact,  the  popularity  of  such  work 
created  a  banonsuch  ••mutilations"  by  the 
U  S.  Treasury  Department  in  1909  since, 
according  to  the  edict,  "many  new  coins 
are  being  taken  from  service  as  currency 
and  used  instead  as  jewelry."  Thus,  the  of¬ 
ficial  business  at  country  fairs  and  national 
expositions  alike  of  making  engraved  coins 
stopped.  Examining  many  thousands  of 
such  coins  will  show  a  rapid  drop  off  in 
coins  dated  after  1909. 

The  variations  in  love  tokens  was  left 
entirely  up  to  the  person  making  such 
pieces  and  his  clientele.  One  of  the  major 
collections  accumulated  over  a  fifty  year 


period  was  owned  by  the  late  Boston  nil-  | 
mismntist,  Maurice  M.  Gould.  When  he  j 
died  in  1975,  his  collection  included  over  ! 
2,000  such  pieces.  They  included  about  25% 
Liberty  Seated  dimes  engraved  primarily 
with  initials,  but  also  many  pieces  with 
animals, .messages,  scenics,  and  combina¬ 
tions.  A  large  mail  bid  sale  conducted  by 
this  author  resulted  in  record  prices  for 
many  of  the  more  unusual  pieces. 

Among  the  other  common  coins  were  j 
Indian  Head  cents.  Seated  l.ihcrty  Qnar-  I 
lets.  Seated  Liberty  Half  Dimes,  and  Shield  j 
Nickels.  The  scarcer  coins  included  gold 
coins— J  I.  $2'A.  S3.  $5.  $10  and  even  $20. 
Considering  that  in  1 890  $20  was  a  month’s  I 
wages,  a  $20  gold  piece  love  token  was  a  ; 
special  piece  indeed — perhaps  a  Golden  , 
Wedding  Anniversary  gift. 

Although  we  know  these  pieces  all  hy 
“love  tokens,"  some  had  very  different 
messages.  A  few  arc  known  for  utility  pur¬ 
poses.  Soldiers  and  sailors  with  time  on  j 
their  hands  often  engraved  messages  ahont 
war  and  politics.  Some  coins  actually  were 
made  into  ID  (identification)  tags.  Some  j 
honored  one  who  had  died.  Some  shop  j 
keepers  engraved  pieces  with  their  store  j 
name  and  trade  so  that  when  these  coins  ■ 
circulated  they  acted  as  a  form  of  business 
card  or  trade  token.  Some  pieces  are  known 
with  very  negative  messages— one  piece 
in  the  Gould  estate  showed  an  empty  liquor 
bottle  over  a  coffin  and  the  message. 
"Damn  the  evil  spirits."  Several  auti-slav- 
ery  messages  are  known  on  coins.  Several  ■ 
pieces  are  known  referring  to  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  earthquake  and  fire  of  April,  1906.  j 
And  many  pieces  arc  known  honoring  the 
Colombian  Exposition  in  Chicago,  1892- 
1893. 

It  was  at  the  Columbian  Exposition  that 
Continual  on  pn.tr  /  W 
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nl  forms  of  coin  souvenirs  were  made, 
dition  lo  love  tokens  and  coinengrav- 
cveral  exhibitors  were  selling  elongat- 
>ins — coins  that  when  passed  between 
r  of  rollers  elongated  the  coin  and  at 
ante  time  imprinted  a  message  such  as 
air  itself  or  that  of  one  of  the  exhibits, 
e  next  few  years  as  engraved  coins  be- 
:  less  popular,  coin  souvenirs  included 
sed  coins — coins  enclosed  in  an  alumi- 
collar  with  a  message  imprinted  on 
ollar.  I’op-out  coins  appeared  early  in 
1900s  at  the  fairs  in  St.  Louis  (1904), 
cslown  ( 1907),  an  Pan-American  (Buf- 
1901).  These  were  coins  that  had  a 
ion  of  the  design  punched  out  in  high 
f.  Some  of  the  designs  included:  Abra- 
Lincoln,  an  Indian,  McKinley,  Libcr- 
nd  Teddy  Roosevelt. 

Ithough  many  of  the  love  tokens  made 
ive  today,  undoubtedly  many  were 
royed  or  lost  beyond  retrieval.  The  ac- 
numbers  surviving  today  is  estimated 
lie  high  thousands  but  probably  less 
i  a  few  million.  In  the  Standard  Guide 
ove  Tokens  by  this  author,  several  col¬ 
ons  have  been  surveyed  and  the  nuin- 
of  pieces  known  in  the  hands  of  these 
ectors  is  a  five-figure  number.  The  val- 
as  based  upon  many  recent  sales  at  auc- 
s  and  mail  bid  sales  vary  from  a  low  of 
o  several  in  the  thousands.  A  thumbnail 
le  to  love  token  values  is  presented 
>w. 

rices  will  he  lower  if  the  coin  has  one  or 
e  holes  or  other  damage.  Prices  will  be 
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"May  1st  1895"and  bee  on  a  Seated 
Liberty  Dime  (above.) 

"HE"  and  "FJS"  on  Morgan  Dollars. 


It  was  considered  a  s incere  form  of  flattery 
to  engrave  a  coin  in  honor  of  a  loved  one. 
The  tokens  rou Id  depict  a  special  person,. 
place  or  event.  i 


J  4HYM 

i*  life!  i£^\ 


higher  if  the  coin  is  exceptionally  nicely 
done  or  has  a  loop  or  bezel  or  enameling 
or  is  almost  uncirculated  or  a  rare  dated 
issue.  i 

Coins  not  listed  can  be  approximated 
accordingly.  Many  liny  silver  three  cent 
pieces  were  made  into  love  tokens.  How¬ 
ever,  due  to  their  tiny  size,  many  are  bent 
and  thus  can  be  found  at  $2  or  even  less. 

Copies  of  the  Love  Token  Guide  are 
available  from  so'  'in  shops  or  from 
the  author  at  '  .  (  ^  5465,  N.  Holly¬ 
wood.  C-*  oA-  .ice  shipped  post¬ 
paid  is  ,.nia  delivery  must  add 
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COIN 

CONDITION 

MONOGRAM 

SCENIC 

Dim* 

Good-fin* 

$300 

$  10  00 

Quarter 

Fine-Very  fine 

5.00 

15.00 

Half  dollar 

Very  fine-extra  fine 

1500 

35  00 

Morgan  dollar 

Very  fine 

3500 

100  00 

$1  Gold 

Very  fine 

50  00 

100.00 

$2’/,  Gold 

Very  fin* 

7500 

125  00 

$3  Gold 

Very  fine 

100  00 

300.00 

$5  Gold 

Very  fine 

12500 

250.00 

$10  Gold 

Very  fin* 

200.00 

450.00 

$20  Gold 

Very  fine 

650.00 

1000.00 

All  love  tokens  #61  through  0110  are  on  U.  S.  Dimes  and  are  $7.00 
each,  t.ske  check  payable  to  and  send  Co  Lloyd  L.  Entenaunn,  130  Cornell 
Road,  Audubon,  H.  J.  08106.  Please  Include  postape  and  Insurance:  for  up 
to  7  tokens-  $1.15;  up  to  14  tokens,  $2.15;  and  up  to  21  tokens  $3.15. 

All  love  cokens  #Z-2  through  2-11  are  on  U.  S.  Dimes,  and  Z-13,  Z-15, 
and  2-17  are  on  U.  S.  Quarters.  Hake  your  best  offer,  submitting  as  above 
for  owner's  acceptance. 


LOVE  TOkens  for  sale.  Please  send 
for  the  free  list.  EXONUMIA,  PO  Box? 
882,  Simsbury,  CT  06070. 
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Welcome  to  our  new  members: 

William  M.  Corbett,  Tulsa,  Ok. 
Dennis  P.  Helmer,  VJestmont,  N.  J. 
Jim  Hicks,  New  York,  N.Y. 

Wally  Morabito,  Rumney,  M.  H. 


Membership  at  September  30,  1988 
Members  reinstated 
New  members 

Membership  at  November  30,  1983 
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DECEMBER,  1988 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR, 


J2os’< 


LOVE 


1989 


LETTER 


EDITOR  NOTES: 

Several  LTS  members  have  inquired  about  the  STANDARD  GUIDE 
TO  LOVE  TOKENS  written  by  this  editor.  It  is  out  of  print  and  at 
this  time  there  are  no  plans  to  reprint  it.  Check  with  regional 
numismatic  distributors--some  copies  are  probably  in  stock. 

LTS  is  seeking  someone  to  edit  the  LOVE  LETTER.  As  editor, 
my  job  has  been  to  put  together  each  issue  of  the  LOVE  LETTER 
--typing,  cut  and  paste  the  rest.  Then  it  has  to  be  taken  to  a 
printer,  printed,  and  then  folded  and  mailed.  The  labels  have  been 
provided  by  the  secretary.  As  a  full-time  realtor,  I  have  been 
working  6-7  days  a  week  and  some  evenings.  Business  is  good — but 
very  time  consuming.  The  wee  hours  after  11  PM  is  when  the  LOVE 
LETTER  gets  done  and  during  lunch  break,  it  gets  run  over  to  the 
printer.  I  have  too  little  time  for  this  luxury  and  have  asked 
President,  Lloyd  Entenmann  to  find  someone  who  is  willing  and  able 
to  take  the  job.  I  can  probably  do  one  more  issue  after  this  one. 
So,  if  you  feel  it  can  be  done,  please  contact  Lloyd  soon. 

The  sudden  loss  of  LEN  OVERCASH  is  a  real  blow.  Though  we 
never  met,  we  spoke  on  the  phone  and  kept  in  touch  by  mail.  He  was 
reliable,  thorough,  and  very  efficient  in  helping  me  do  my  job  as 
editor.  May  he  rest  in  peace.  /  / 

Jmr 

HOW  TO  READ  A  LOVE  TOKEN  .  ' 

Many  love  tokens  contain  an  elaborately  engraved  monogram 
of  two,  three  or  more  letters.  Often  it  is  very  difficult  to  even 
figure  out  which  Letters  are  in  the  monogram,  no  less  what  order 
they  are.  Here  are  some  guidelines.  First,  in  general,  the  LARGEST 
letter  in  the  monogram  is  most  likely  the  initial  of  the  LAST  NAME. 
The  remaining  letters  are  not  easy  to  arrange  unless  one  is  more 
to  the  left  .  If  so ,  it  is  most  likely  the  FIRST  INITIAL.  The 
letter  most  to  the  right  is  most  likely  the  second  initial. 

Thus  is  a  very  involved  monogram  containing  the  initials 
"ABC",  if  the  "C"  were  the  largest  letter,  it  would  be  the  initial 
of  the  last  name  with  "A"  and  "B"  arranged  accoringly.  If  all  the 
initials  of  are  equal  size  and  designs  and  are  overlapping,  then 
it  is  guesswork  as  to  their  arrangement.  And  in  a  good  number  of 
cases,  it  is  even  very  conjectural  as  to  what  the  initials  are. 


Another  rule  which  may  apply  is  the  elaborateness  of  the 
initials.  If  one  initial  stands  out  and  being  more  ornate,  more 
flowery,  deeper  cut,  or  enameled,  then  it  is  most  likely  the 
LAST  name  initial. 

Finally,  as  a  subjective  approach,  show  your  love  token 
to  several  persons  and  ask  what  they  see. 


